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To 

My Beloved HEARER Ss; 
| Eſpecially 

hoſe of the . Younger ſort, 


Crace and Peace: 


Men, Breduen, and Fathers, 


Od that made your Souls, 
ſets awery high value upon 
lu and C that ber. hs 
them, thoygh they coſt His 
IE H:ri-blood, thought them 
hook bis purchaſe, and and that Eter ul Glory 
ir Miſery that is prepared for Souls, ſpeaks 
them: gs to be incanſiderable. Upon this 
Count it's impoſſuble that you and I ſhould 
vſe topnmch diligence im the ſecuring theſe 

A 2 


To the Reader, 
ſou ls ; for this cauſe the Miniſters of Chriſ 
can eaſily over-look Priſons, baniſhment ang 
faggors, jo that they may but be inſtrument] 
for the !avin of ſonls, and delivering them 
from 1he wrath to come : This 1 hope is 
the ground that I am carrying 08 in this 
enſuing Diſcourſe. This may ſpeak when] 
may not, when I cannot, T might gine 
many reaſons of my appearing thus in Print, 
I might tell the World of the deſires of mu- 
ny, that by reaſon of the Multitude could 
only ſec, bus not hear. I might ſpeak if 
the want of time to deliver the Fourth Part 
of what is here preſented to you. 1 might 
zell you of the tmportunity of ſome of thi 
young Men that would gladly write after 
this Copy : But I muſt profeſs all this would 
have fignified little with me, did 1 not find 


by that account which ſome give of the work 


of grace npon- their hearts, that the Lird 
hath owned my poor Papers formerly: 
Amone others, that poor penitent Murtheret, 
Thomas Savage, which makes me a(t 
without hope, that the ſame Spirit which 
breathed Life into my other Writings, may 
pleaſe alſo to give a bleſſing to theſe, I will 
not ſland now to anſwer the objecFions 
that may be made againſt the Publication 


of this Sermon, T never met with this, 
that 


To the Reader, 


that it is impoſſible that it ſhould be ſub- 
ſervlent to the (afvation of 4 Soul, and 
therefore 1 think the coſt anſwerable, 7 
muſt confeſs, had it not been for a neceſ- 
ſary Cantzon or two, 1 ſhon ld have eaſed you 
of the trouble of reading, and my ſelf of 
writing this Epiſtle. ' The firſt is this , Be 
not offended if you finde in the Young 
Man's Evidences ſome. expreſſions that may 
ſound ſomewhat har(b, and ſome tautologies, 
remember that they are word for word from 
bis owne Papers, as he wrote them haſtily : 
Conſider alſo that he was but Jour, aud a 
ſervant too ;, ſo that it ſeems almoſt incre- 
dible that one that had ſo much buſineſſe, 
ſhould be able to redeem ſo much time as t9 
do what he did of this nature. Secondly , 
I would it might be a little conſidered 
what a hurry I was in when this task was 
laid Vpon me, aud how little tine to peruſe 
my own Copy ; 1 beg you therefore can- 
didly to over-look many miſtakes. AS for 
you, my dear Friends, 1 ſuppoſe a pardox 
ts eaſily granted. As for others, ſcorn not 
holineſs, contemn not the future bleſſed- 
neſſe, .and make ſure of happineſs in the life 
to come, and "then I can eaſily bear your 
ſighting of me, Young Men, I may be bold 
with you 5 I charge you as you value 
A 3 the 


To the Reader, ' 


the Comforts of another Life, forget nat 
what an excellent Example this precious 
Brother of yours gave you, Read this en- 
ſaing Diſcour( with ſeriouſneſs, and lt 
it be, read again in your Lives, Brethren, 
Jou are my Foy and Crown, and if you 
ſtand faſt, T live, O make not my ” 
ing void! How can I bear to think thu 
any of you ſhould periſh! For God's (ate, 
and for your Souls ſake, falſifie that Pre- 
verb, A Young Saint, and an Old Devil, 
Brethren, my hcarts deſire is, that, I may 
ſee you all with that bleſſed Saint at the 
right hand of Chrifl, Remember, yow 
ſands run apace, and you are haſting into 
Eternity. O make ſure of that which mil 
ſtand you in ſome flead when you die! 0 
ſecure ſomewhat to live ey wpon 
in another World! Let our lives beſpeak 
you Perſons reſolved for Chriſt,and Heaven 
#up2n any terms. Let your Loins be always 
girt, and your Lamps be burning. Watch yt, 
be flrong ; quit you like Men. Remember, 
Chriſt, Heaven, and Glory are before you. 
Sit-not ſtill till you are ſafe in the boſom 
of Chriſt. Conſider that many ſet out fair, 
and look as if they were bound for Lion, 414 
yet founder in the way, 4 ſay ag ain, make 
ſure: Sirs, Texpett ere long to paſs upon 
| | Eternit) ; 


Tothe Reader, 


Erernity ; Let me beg of you, as you hope fr 
owy good meeting in another World, that 
you make Religion your buſineſſe, and 1a- 
bour to get every Day nearer Heaven, En- 
deavour not only to be Chriſlians, but ſo- 
lid, experienced,and ex emp!ary Chriſtians : 
that ſo you may prove the glory of your 
Geperation, the credit of Religion. and the 
Foy of gray-headed Saints, Sirs, you arc 
now my hope z your love, zeal and union, 
my comfort , go but at this rate, and you 
are made for ever. Know this, now the 
eyes of the World, will be upon you;, nay , 
that which is more, the eye of God is upon 
you, 4nd will take notice how you improve 
fuch a Puovidence as this. I beſeech you look 
about, and let the World underſtand that 
you are not nominal Chriſtians , but real 
Satnts, Will any of you ſend me ſorrow- 
ing into the Grave ? Shall Lloſe my hopes, 
and comforts. and you your Souls * can you 
eaſily forget what was the Praftice of this 
Youngs Man * do you remember what was the 
uſual ſubjet? of his diſcourſe ? Did you not 
obſerve how holily, meekly and diligently he 
ſerved his great Maſter * Is their no weight 
ina Crown of Glory ? Is there no defire- 
ableneſs in happineſs? Is it a ſmall thing to 
live in the Society of GOD, Saints, and 
A 4 Angels? 


To the Reader. 


A ngels f I a erſi waded you think theſr e 
things conſiderable, Well then, a@ as per- 
ſons that long for poſſeſſion which that all 
of you may enjoy, is, and ſhall be the Prayer 
of one that deſires not to connt his Life deay, 
ſo he may but finiſh his courſe with joy, and 
meet you with comfort hereafter ;, 


July 28 James Janeway, _ 
uly 28, 
1669. 


- Tt 
| Death Unſfiung. 


1 


A Funeral 


HERMON. 


Rev. xiv. Xitt. 

And I beard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, write, Bleſſed are 
the dead which dye in the Lord, 
from bence-forth ; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit , that they may reſt from 
their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them, 


GT is vone of the leaſt Works 
of a Miniſter of Chriſt to 
diſparage ſin and incourage 
Holinek, to fet Life and 
Death before our People, 
and to preſent (as much as in 

us lies) Heaven and Hell to 
their view, and to perſwade them to a wiſe and 
ſpeedy choice z ihat when rheſe Hauſes of = 
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ſhall be laid in the duſt, they may be ſecured of 


an Habitation, not made with hands, thar is F. 
ternal with God in the Heavens. The Apoſtle 
in this Chapter doth both, in the 10, Verſe, he 
tells us what a Draught is prepared for the im. 
placable Enemies of Chriſt : they ſhall drink of 
the Wine of the wrath of God, which is pou- 
red out without mixture, into the Cup of his 
Indigoation, and they ſhall be rormented with 
Fre atid Brimitone, in the Preſence of the ho. 
ly Angels, and in the Preſence of the Lamb, 
The wicked may drink, roar, and ſwagger, they 
may perſecute the Members of Chriſt, becaule 
they dare not ſo madly ventare upon the Erer- 
nal diſpleaſure of God, as they do,and ſell their 
precious Souls for a Moments joy, and mike 
light of Damnation : but let chem know, that 
for all theſe things, GOD will bring them to 
Judgment 3 an Eternity of intolerable ſorrow; 
muſt pay for their ſhort pleaſures. And hence 
it is the ſerious Chriltian, that makes it his hy- 
fineſs to avoid this dreadful miſery, is ſatisfied 
that he doth nor a& irrationally and madly, if 
the ſcorn and contempt of the wicked World 
deth nor frighten him ; upon this account he 
patiently ſfubmirs ro any puniſhment, rather 
than he will hazard the loſs of his Soul, and be 
miſerable for ever ; that word for ever, ſticks 
much in his mind, let the wicked laugh and be 
merry,let them pleaſe themſelves,in his ſorrows 
he knows *cis but a little while, and all will be 
mended, and their minds changed 3 he is willing 
ro ſtay tor his happineſs and joyes, tit] he comes 
to another World ; and he doth not envy the 
wicked 


(3) 


wicked what they de enjoy, let them make the 
beſt of it as long as they can, and boaſt of their 
pleaſures, when they ſee themſelves wrap up in 
be WI Flames : The unſeen World, which moſt for- 
n- IF get, is always in the Saints eye; and, if he may 
off WO but live happily there, he paſſed not if he run 
u- WF thorow reproaches, injuries, and a Thouſand 
is WF Deaths, to that glorious and endleſs Life. Here 
th WW is the Reaſon of the Saints Patience,this makes 
0- © him judge it no folly ro keep the Commande. 
0. Wl ments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus. 1n the 
) Wl 13 Verſe, the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a word of 
le WF encouragement,not only to the ſuffering Saints 
Wl of that Age, but for the ſupport of all that 
r WF ſhould be honoured with ſuch ſervice, as to ſeal 
e WF the truths of Chriſt with their blood, Ard 7 
t heard a Voice from Heaven. ſaying unto megwrite, 
0 Wl Bleſſed ure the dead which die in the Lord from 
5 Wl bence forth 3 yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
© reſt from their labours, and their. works follow 
" & thems. In the Words you may take notice of 
| WY Two Parts: 
1, APropoſition: 

| Y 2. The Confirmation of that Propoſition, 
| x. The Propoſition; in which we may oberve, 

1. The Predicate, bleſſed. 
2. The Subject, the dead. 
| 3. The reſtri&ion and limitation of the Sub- 
Þ& jcR, which die in the Lord. 

2. The Confirmation of this Propolition, 

x. They reſt from their labours. 

2. Their works follow them, 

3. The Perſon affirming this,the Spirit, which 

is further cleared, 
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x. By the manner of this Declatation, it was 
by 2 Voice from Heaven. 

2. By the ſpecification of the Perſon to whom 
it was ſpoken ; 1aying, nnto me. 

3- Bythe particular Note of Obſervation, 
Write. | 

The Doctrine which I ſhall rake notice of 
from theſe words, is this. 

Do&. [har what-ever miſeries a Saint ma 
meet with in this Life, at Death he ſhall be hap. 
pv; or in the words of the Text, That they are 
bleſſed which die in the Lord. In the Proſecution 
of this Obſervation ; I ſhall, 

1. Enquire what ic is ro die inthe Lotd, 

2. I hall prove that ſuch are bleſſed, 

3- Ithall ſhew wherein their happineſs doth 
conſiſt, 

4. 1 ſhall make ſome Apphcation. 

x. I ſhall enquire whar i is todie in the Lord: 

1. Neg. They which make it their buſineſs to dg 
what they can again ft God, while they live, are net 
like to be bleſſed when they die. They which live 
like Devils, are nor like ro die like Saints : Are 
there not a Generation in the World, who a& 
for the Devil with all their might; and count 
all that rime lot, which is nor tpent in his fſer- 
vicez which make a jeſt of Damning, and are 
as merrywithin a ſtep of theſe devouring flames, 
as if Hell and a Tavern were alike ? Do they 
not carry themſelves, as if they could not make 
haſt enough-ro miſery,and make ſure enough of 

Damnation? How do they wound and ſtab their 
own Souls, and Jer flie againſt the Almighty - 
How conterptible a thing is Heaven, and hov: 

9 r:diculous 
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(52 
ridiculous is the very name of holineſs to them? 
They are of the ſame mind of thoſe, which 7ob 
ſpeaks of ; ob 21. 14, They ſay unto GOD; 
depart from us; for we deſire not the know. 
ledge of thy ways. And who is the Lord, that 


1 ſhould hearken to bim ? And if a compaſſio- 


nate Miniſter of Chriſt beſcech them with all 
the renderneſs that he can for his Soul, to be- 
think themſelves a little what theſe things may 
endin at laſt, and to confider what a dreadful 
thing it is to fall into the hands of a living God; 
How ,are his perſwaſtons rejected with con- 
temprZand his pitty recompenced with ſcorn ? 
And, may Fiwt ſay of molt wicked Men, they 
do flie in the Faces of them that would tell 
them of their danger, and do what they can to 
deliver them from it ? And yet for all this, how 
well are they contented with their own condi- 
tion, and laugh at the godly,as if it were a dane 
gerous and mad thing to ſtrive to go to Hea- 
ven,and the trueſt happineſs to be muſerable for 
ever ? O who would imagine, that any living 
ſhould be thus lamentably beſotted ! Tell them 
of Hell,*cis as much as their life is worth z they 
had rather hazard the feeling of it hereafter, 
then bear the hearing of it here, They fear a 
little diſgrace among Men, more than the con- 
terapt ot God: They chooſe rather co be un- 
der the weight of God's wrath, than the leaſt 
affront from a Man. Talk to them of Glory, 
Heaven, .and a Kingdom, they are light and tri- 
vial things with them ; they had rather hear of 
a Whore, a Tavern, or Play; and yet theke 
Monſters muſt be Sainted, and dv more confi- 
dently 
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dently expe a bleſſed Eternity after a life of 
wickedneſs, than ſome of the dear Children of 
God do : bur,if ſuch as theſe ever come to Hea- 
ven without Repentance, then the Word of 
God is falſe : Doth not that ſay,That the wick. 
ed fyall be turned into Hell # — Tribulation and 
anguiſh upon every one that doth evil,and there is 
#0 peace, ſaith my God to the wicked. The Devil 
himſelf may as well expe& ro ſhake off his 
Chains, and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as 
they. O be notdeceived, as you Sow, ſo you 
muſt Reap z Do not hope that you may do the 
Devils work, as long as you can, and that then 
God ſhould reward you with Salvation: no ſuch 
matter : You may more rationally expe, that 
God ſhould for your ſake pull the Sun out of 
the Firmament, than that be ſhould remove ho- 
lineſs out of Heaven, and bring Hell in its 
place, If wicked Men will pleaſe themſelves 
with their own Delulions, and look for Glory 
Rill, they muſt thank themſelves, when they ſee 
how infinitely they are diſappointed; bur I leave 
theſe as diſpairing to convince them of their 
folly, till Judgment and Flames make them to 
underſtand it. 

2. All that live upon the goodneſs of God here, 
are not like to be bleſſed after Death, There is 1 
vaſt difference between common and ſpecial 
mercies : Many partake richly of God's com- 
mon bounty, that have not the leaſt intereſt in 
his love ; God gives this World often-times to 
his greateſt Enemies, he gives Glory in another 
World, to none but his Friends and Children : 
Nay, let me ſpeak it freely (I am fare ] w=-_ 

Chrſl 
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Chriſt and Scripture to warrant what I ſay) 


That they which pain this World with their 
neglet of Heaven, ſhall at their Death loſe 
both: Many receive temporal mercies, that ſhall 
never enjoy Eternal: 7ob 21, 9. Luk. 16. 25. 
O how preatly are they miſtaken, who think 
that Earl, Lord, Knight, &c. are words of any 
fignificancy after Death 3 that hope that their 
honours here will procure them any real reſpet 
hereafter ; that reckon Gold and Silver will 

currant in that Country ! Many that woy 1d be 
counted Perſons of ſome depth and wiſdom, 
make a World of ſtir abour trifles, | that drive 2 
great Trade for that which is next to nothing, 
and that lay in no better Proviſions, than Gra- 
vel, Clay,or Dung,when they are bound for E- 
ternity ; and yet how do they bleſs themſelves, 
and ſay, I am rich, and increaſed in Goods, and 
haveneed of nothing : Soul take thine eaſe, car, 
drink, and be merry ' They think they make a 
very wiſe bargin, when they ſell their Conſci- 
ence, God, and Heaven, for a little of that, 
which ſome call Riches z not conſidering that 
a few Hours experience may make thera know, 
though it may be, not cure this miſtake, O that 
Icould bur bring my Hearers our of this Delu- 
fion ! O that their apprehenſions were but re- 
Cifed,and that they might know the real worth 
of things and Perſons ! O that I could but 
bring down the price of ſublunary things, and 
raiſe the things of that other World to their 
true worth ! Conſider- that that holineſs, as 
meanly as you think of it, is the moſt excellent 
thing : that that is the greateſt Riches, and 
Mans 
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(8) 
Man's higheſt dignity : God knows no differs 
ence berween a Lord and a Beggar, a Prince 
anda Subjet; He .is no reſpeter of Perſons, 
It there be any difference, it lies here, that God 
hath more wrath in ſtore for them' that had 
greater enagagments, and better advantages to 
ſerve him -than others had. 1 pitty the poor 
Lords of the World ! and I am confident, he 
that knows the worth. of Chriſt, and the nature 
of his own Soul; can't much envy them ; they 
ſwell like Bladders upon Water for a Moment, 
and God blowes, and where are they ? Now 
indeed they reckon themſelves very ſecure, and 
their Houſes are free from fear, neither is the 
Rod of God upon them, they take the Timbrel 
and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the Or. 
gane : Fob 21, They think them Fools that can 
ſpare their Riches, and want their greatneſs, (9 
they may but have an eſtate in invilibles, and ſe. 
cure an Inheritance that: will laſt for- ever-3 
Theſe are the Men that hate ſeriouſneſs :- and 
holineſs, which is the beauty of Earth and Hez- 
ven t00, is undervalued by them, .And how can 
they expeRt ſanity ſhould be delightful to 
them hereafter, when it is abhorred now ? how 
can they look for Heaven when they dye, when 
they thought it nor worth their minding” white 
they lived? No, no, verily, they bave their re- 
ward, they have now their good things, and 
much good may they do them, O let me rather 
gain Chriſt ar Death, though I loſe all beſides, 
than poſſeſs Ten Worlds here, and after all lofe 
my Soul, Could the-mighty ones of the World, 
have but one Hours diſcourſe with ons of their 
Brethen 


9 
peas in Hell, I believe their Judgments 
would be hugely altered, and they would ſoon 
tell them that Riches and Honours, and what 
ſoever elſe moſt Men do purſue, let it be what 
it will below Chriſt, will yield them bur lictle 
happineſs and comfort in another World. Rich- 
esprofit not in the Day of Wrath: Do bur read, 
Luk, 16. 19, 25, Tamthe larger, that if poſ- 
ible, I might prevent miſtakes, in matters of E- 
ternal conſequence, 

Thirdly, There are Thouſands that ſeem to 
have a far better title to this bleſſedneſs, that will 
fall ſhort of it : and they are Profeſſors, that call 
themſelves by the Name of the Lord. Not all 
that are called, yea, and eſteemed Chriftians, 
re like to have any great benefit by Death, To 
be Chriſtned,& to be Chriſtians are two things: 
tot every one that weareth Chriſt's Livery ſhall 
hve bis Wages. O how many Millions are there 
that have no better ſhelter, than a meer Name 
othemſelves, from the wrath of God ! Is it 
tot more than poſſible to hear, read, pray, and 
o be eſteemed a Saint,and yet to miſcarry ever- 
aſtingly ? How many ſeeming Saints ſhall gain 
nothing at Death, but a thorow knowledge of 
their own folly ? And if ro know what God's 
ger is, be an advantage, when there is no e- 
ſaping of it ; and if to bave their hearts woun - 
led, when there is no Cure to be had, be any 
rofit 3 and if to be quite freed of Conſcience» 
Wearching Miniſters be a happinefs when they 
re out of the reach of their help or pitcy ; then 
uch may be eſteemed bleſſed ; but, if all this 
"ill but make the Flame hotter,then I leave any 

B ſerious 
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ſerious Perion to judg, whether it doth not 
concern Men and Women to look after better 


ſecurity, than this amounts to. Did you ever 
well {tudy, at, 7. 21 ? I hope you will believe 
Chrilt, though you will not me; read that Scri. 
pture, and what faith Chriſt ? O conſider ſeri- 
ouſly ; that co be an Heir of Glory is no ſuch 
light matrer, as moſt judg it ro be. To be born 
to a Crown, and a Kingdom, and to have 
co00d title tot, is a dignity indeed 3 but a Mad- 
man in Chains and Rags, may fay he is a King, 
oraLord. O pleaſe not your ſelves with fan- 
ſies. Sickneſs and Death is coming, and then 
you will know better ; whether I had not ſome 
reaſon to be earneſt with you in this matter, 
am moſt afraid of the confident Phariſee, that 
truſts in his poor ſorry Prayers and his own 
righteouſneſs; O that I could but ſhake him 
and his hopes, before Death and Judgment doth 
it. O that T could but perſwade him ro main- 
tain a jealouſte over himſelf, and to fearch and 
try his heart, and to bring himſelfto the touch» 
ſtone, and not to be ſatisfied, till he findes that 
he hath gor more than ever any Hypocrite yet 
had, or can have. The beſt of God's Children 
are moſt ſuſpicious of themſelves, and afraid of 
their own deceitful hearts. Do but ſee how 
David carricth it, in Pſal, 139. What is his 
great requeſt, that he muſt have granted, or he 
can*c be ſatisfied ;, Is it not that God would de- 
liver him from miſtakes in matters of everlaſt- 
135 conlequence ? ſo Pſal. 119. 80. Pardon this 
reciouſmets upon theſe things, if moſt of the 
Profeſiors of the World did not ſplit upon 
theſe 
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theſe Rocks, 1 ſhould paſs theſe things over 
with ſilence, 

Fourthly, eAll that die quietly, are not happy 
after Death, It's no unuſual thing tor the wick- 
ed to carry their falſe peace with them to the 
Grave, I have heard indeed many poor Peo- 
ple boaſting of their deceaſed Friends,and plea- 
ling themſelves, to think how happy they were, 
Becauſe they dyed like Lambs, (to uſe their own 
expreſſion. ) Alas,alas,how many thouſands are 
there that die like Lambs, that are but Swine, 
and have the Devil's Brand upon their Fore- 
heads ! It's a dangerous arguing from Peoples 
carriage upen a Death-bed, what their ſtate is 
in anotner World; ſuch is the hardneſs of 
Mens hearts, ſo dreadful the ſearedneſs of their 
Conſciences, and fo great the ſubtilty of Satan, 
that many are carried very quietly to Hell, and 
tear nothing till they feelz and are not brought 
to their ſenſes, 11:1] unſpeakable horror and an- 
ouiſh doth it : And on the other ſide, how ma- 
ny of the precious Sons of Z;jor have ſet ina 
Cloud ? How mary of the dear Children of 
God may g0 out of the World thorow a pain- 
ful Death ? Are not their Intelletuals ſome- 
times impaired, their reaſon Clouded, and their 
Bodies upon the Rack ? and yet in a Moment 
they feel themſelves ſwallowed up of that glory, 
and the doleful antecedents of their happinels 
did but make their reſt more ſweet, and wel- 
come, and put an accent upon their bliſs. The 
truth of it 1s, it hath not a little puzled ſome, as 
well as ro David, conſtrue God's diſpenſations, 
to ſee the wicked die quietly, Pſal, 73. 4. and 
B 2 the 
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the rodly to have a ſtrange Death; but God wiil 
ſhortly reſolve this Riddle : and I think it were 
no very difficult thing for a ſerious underitand. 
ing Man, to give himſelf conſiderable fatista- 
&ion 1n this buſineſs, May not the wicked die 
quietly, becauſe his Conſcience is quite feared, 
and he may perſwade himſelf that he hath made 
an agreement with Death and Hell ? may he not 
hope that there is no ſuch place as Hell; orif 
there is, that it is tolerable ? may he not make 
himſelt believe, that the Word of God is nct 
true, and inviſibles are all but fanſies ? or tha 
God is ſo merciful, as that he will not damn 
him ? and many ſuch things the Devil helps his 
Servants with, that ſo his ſervice may not be 
diſparaged, and that he may have the better ad- 
vantage to tempt others, There is much alſo 
in the nature of the Diſeaſe ; and it may be God 
may try his own Children with acute pains, and 
let Sathan buffer them, to manifeſt the excellen- 
cy of his Power, and their Grace, totry others 
of his Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve him ; and ſome Perſons of admirable at- 
rainment<,ind great experiences,while in health, 
may have tome conſiderable Trials upon a death 
bed, that poor Chriſtians (which were ready to 
fear, becauſe they had not their enjoyments,that 
therefore they had nothing at all) might ſee 
that great Saints have their Trials, as well as 
they ; but T ſhall be far breifer in other things, 
I come now to ſhew you who they are, that 
are bleſſed at their Death, and to give them a 
brief Deſcription of thoſe which dye in the 


Lord. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, They are ſuch, who are made thorowly t® 
underſtand, that they were ſometimes quite dead in 
ſins and treſpaſſes,that they were Aliens from rhe 
Common- wealth of Iſrael, and jtrangers to the 
Covenant of Grace, 

Secondly, They are Perſons which arc Convinte 
cd of that miſery of ſuch a ſtate, and made to 
know, thar if they dye in their (ins, they muſt 
be buried in Flames. 

Thirdly, Upon this they are out of love with 
their moſt beloved fins,and acount that which was 
their life, joy, and pleaſure, to be a very Death, 
miſery; and Hell, whereupon they ſet themſelves 
in good earnelt againſt (in, as the greateſt evii 
inthe World ; they believe now, T hr if they 
live after the Fleſh, they ſhall dye, but if through 
the Spirit they mortifie the deeds of the Fleſhthey 
ſalt live, Upon this account, they uſe all the 
means that they can to pet their corruptions 
weakned, an inward Principle, Divine Life : 
Now he begins to a& chem, which is as contra- 
ry to Sin, as Heaven to Hell, a Spirir of inge- 
nuity reſtrains them, How ſh: they do this, and 
fin againſt God? They now fee finin its colours, 
as it is contrary to the beſt good, God, they 
can ſee its killing and damning Nature, in the 
Agonies and Sufferings of Chriit, and they feel 
the doleful effe&ts of tin in their Soul and Body ; 
both, and upon this account they can ſay, whar 
have I to do with Vanity any more ? Shall I {till 
hug this Serpent ? Shall I til] Sail with this Fo- 
aah in my Veſlc! ? and ſhall I after all this keep 
this Dalilah in my Boſom ? No, bur, O that I 
could hate it Ten Thouſand rimes more than I 
BP 2 do, 
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do. There is an enmity raiſed in the Soul again{t 
ſin, which can't be ſatisfied, till it ſee the Death 
of Sin ; now this is a Perſon that is fat for death, 
and Death, it will (as you ſhall hear afterwards) 
dn him a World of kindneſs in ſhewing him the 
Heads of all his Enemies, 

4. Another quality of this Perſon, which is lik 
to make ſuch a bleſſed ena, 1s this, he is one that is 
dead ro the World. Faith hath diſcovered a bet- 
ter Country to him, it hath ſpyed that new ers. 
ſalem, and thoſe blefled Regions : and now the 
Soul thinks the World ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
ous thought, or look 3 he takes himſelf ro be a 
kind of Priſoner here, and the whole World bur 
a Dungeon, if compared with that ſtate of li. 
berty and glory ; he now joyns with David,and 
ſays, Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there 
. #5 none upon Earth that T can deſire beſide thee, 
That is the Man that is like to be a gainer by 
Death ; He who contemns Earth, and makes 
Heaven his choice, ſhall never finde himſelf a 
loſer, 

5. Another property of the Man which ſhall be 
bleſſed at Death,is this, be is one that takes Chriſt 
for life and happineſs, ime was indeed, he was 
of an other mind, fin was his delight, and none 
ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chriſt 3 but God, in 
free and rich grace, bath taken away the Scales 
from his Eyes, and healed him of his miſerable 
blindneſs, and let him ſee ſuch a lovelineſs in 
the Lord Chriſt, as that now he is able to ſay, 
none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt 3 He zs altoge- 
ther lovely. He is now quite out of love with 
himſelf, neither his righteouſneſs, nor any thing 
ts 
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is lovely now, but Chriſt ; and will not that Soul 
be bleſſed, when it comes to have its defires 
accompliſhed 2 he that counts nothing worr!! 


the having except Chriſt, and for Chriit, can 


be miſerable, when be is lodged fate in his un- 
braces, 

6. He that makes it his buſineſs to live 10 
Chriſt, to him to dye ſhall be gain. God 1s oft- 
en-rimes better, bur never worſe than his word, 
And hath he not made many- promiſes to themp 
that diligently ſeek him 2 Hath he nor ſaid tha 
their labours ſhall not be in vain in the Lord * 
The Chriſtian is running, and he ſhall at laſt 
obrain the Prize, the Crown he tights for, he 
ſhall have, fear not Chriſtian, quit thy felt 
bravely, win it and wear it ; what though it be 
wrapped up in Cypreſs ? its beauty ſhall not be 
Vailed long. What though Death with bis cold 
and dirty hand fet it upon thy head ? it will fir 
as neat, and as faſt, as an Almichry hand can 
make it. What rhough the Veſlz| be toit and 
broke ? it ſhall come ſafe with its rich lading to 
the deſired Harbour. Condemn not, O you 
fooliſh World theſe ſpiritual Merchants, till 
you know what their returns are, when their 
burden is deliver*d ; but imitate them, till you 
can findea more glorious Prize, than Heavens, 
a better happineſs than God can give, anda 
Kingdom thar will laſt longer, than Ecernity : 
Pſal. 63 8. Pſal go. 14, 

7. They which are willing (if calle to it) to 
do, or ſuffer any thing for Chrijt, ſh.ill inherit this 
bleſſedne(s. He that 1s willing to dye for Chriſt, 
thall live as long as Chriſt lives, in happineſs, 
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and reſt : *tis not for nothing that Paul makes 
110 great matter of bonds,fcorns at threatnings, 
and triumpherh in danger ; the finiſhing his 
conrte with joy makes all go down ſweetly, 
Atts 20, 24, The Primitive Chriſtians were ng 
Stoicks, and y<t with what patience, gratitude, 
and joy, did they ſuffer, what the malice, and 
wit of Men and Devils could wflict ? and now 
they enjoy the fruit of their labpurs, the Salya. 

, tion of their Souls ; and that is not all, bur they 
receive their Palms, Robes and Crowns, yea 
more peculiar badges of God's Champions; 
Loe thug ſhall it be done to the Perſons ,whom the 
Lerd aclighteth to bonour | This *us to be impri- 
ſoned, banithed, or dye for Chriſt. Rejoyce 
ye ſuffering Saints, and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in Heaven |! to you it is 
given, not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer; 
this Fire is but ro purifie, and ro make you Veſ. 
{els more fit for your Maſters uſc ; this dirt caſt 
upon you, is but ro ſcower and make you more 
clean ; this knocking, rubbing, and hewing, is 
bur to furbiſh and poliſh you, that you may be 
more ſtately Pillars, in the Temple of your 
God. Fear,nort Men, nor Devils : the greateſt 
hurt that they do you, is to fill your Sails, and 
io bring you more ſpeedily to your Port. 

8. They which long for the coming of Chriſt, 
and their being with him, that can ſay, Tha: 
waited for thy ſalvation; Q God, now let thy ſer» 
24nt aepart in peace : Ina word, that can bear 
their abſence from Chriſt, only upon thoſe 
terms, thar they may bring honour to him in 
12s life, and perſwade Souls to be in love with 
him, 
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him, and may be inſtrumental for the ſetting up 
his Kingdom, ſhaking the Kingdom of Sathan, 
and weaking the intereſt of Hell in the world. 
Theſe, O theſe are your brave Souls, that are 
out of Gun-ſhor ; Death can never ſurprize 
them, they ſtand always with their Loines girr, 
and their Lamps burning. And if the Bride- 
groom ſhould make the Mountains to quake, 
with the ratling of his Chariots, and the Hills 
to tremble at the preſence of his Majelty, and 
the Heavens themſelves to ſhrivel into nothing, 
by the glory of his coming, yet they, (O blef- 
ſed Souls / ) and they only would break forth 
into a Song of Triumph, and Eternal Hallelu- 
jahs ; Who would not be a Saint ? fure none, 
but a mad-man, or a fool : Do the World un- 
derſtand what theſe things mean ! Do they in- 
deed believe how much the higheſt of them all 
are below the meaneſt, and loweſt Childe of 
God ? ThusT have ſhown you who are the ſub- 
jets of this blefſedneſs. 1 know I forger time, 
but it goes well, may you and I ger but this 
bleſſednefs ſecured, and ſpend a happy Erer- 
NitY 

The Second thing that I propoſed to ſpeak 
to,was to prove,that ſuch as theſe are (in ſpight 
of Hell) ſhall be bleſſed ; and becauſe in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, this hath been rouched 
upon, I ,fhall but very briefly run over theſe 
things. 

Firſt God ſaith, they ſhall be bleſſed, and 
therefore they ſhall ; when the great Perſecutors 
bave been hunting for their Prey, and hope to 
roalt what they have got, and feed —_ 

wit 
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with the hopes. of the content and pleaſure; 
that they ſhall enjoy 3 nay, when they ſhall beg 
with tears for the bleſling, they ſhall be fruſtrg. 
ted, denyed, curſed, and hear that heart-rend. 
ing reply, they have gotten the bleiling before 
you came, *cis now t00 late, yea, and they (hall 
be bleſſed. MightInot heap up a World of 
promiſes, the leaſt of which clear a Saints title 
to this bleſſed inhericance? Time would fail 
me, If 1 ſhould but read one in Forty; what is 
the meaning of that, Eſ.57.2.Ph.1,1.21, 2 Cor, 
5.1, Job 3.17. 

2, They feel ſomewhat of this happineſs in thi 
World, therefore they ſhall have it compleated in 
another, How oft do the Saints feel their Souls 
tranſported with rhe ſenſe of divine pleaſures ! 
How many earneſts do they receive of the pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſions ? How many warm refreſh. 
ing Rates of Divine love break in upon their 
Soul, ſo that they would not exchange one 
Hours comfort for all the joys that ever the 
wicked enjoyed, cuuld they all be united in one, 
and their duration be Eternal ? Have I not with 
much comfort ſeen ſome of thoſe criumphing 
Saints rejoycing,when others would have mour- 
ned ? Havel not heard them talk of their ſweet 
experiences,the very mention of which, is more 
reviving to a. ſpiritual hearer, than the higheſt 
pleaſures that the ſenſualiſt is capable of, Some- 
ximes in Prayer their ſouls even get into the bo- 
ſom of God, and rhe great God and Man have 


a ..N-d intercourſe, the Soul lets our it ſelfro F 


Wod, and God lets out his love ro the Soul, 
5ometimes ina meditation the Heart is glow- 
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ng, and the Fire burns, and ere it is aware, it 
s1fred above the World, yea, and above it ſelf 
100. What elſe is this, but the clear demon- 
{ration of the reality of inviſibles ? Can meer 
fancies thus tranſport Men ? Muſt they not be- 
leve their own experiences ? Can that joy, 
which is the reſult of faith and love, and comes 
in from the promiſes ; and that in a way of du- 
ty, and cloſe walking with God, Can that be a 
deluſion ? Will the Spirit of truth witneſs to a 
lye ? Will goodneſs it ſelf put a chear upon 
oor Creatures, and that in a matter of ſuch 
alt conſequence, as Eternity ? Can we con- 
ceive that he which commands us not to de- 
ceive our Neighbour, ſhould deceive us ? Shall 
iny that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, entertain ſuch 
blaſphemous apprehenſions of the blefird Feho- 
vah ? Well then, if it be ſo, that Children of 
God love foild and: unexpreflible joys, many 
mes even on this fide glory ; Doth not this 
then prove, that bereafter they ſhall be happy, 
ind that beyond the apprehenfions of Men, and 
Tongue of Angels ? For the Saint in his great- 
et dimenſions, fulleſt enjoymeris, and talleſt 
ſtature on this ſide the Grave, is bur a Childe, a 
Dwraf, a Worm, in compariſon of what he will 
de the next moment after his diſſolution : For 
the proof of this, you may read over theſe, and 
other Scriptures, Pſal,16 11. Pſal, 42. 5. Luk, 
16. 22. 2 Cor, 4 7. Kevel, 14.15, 

3. May I ni brig m the withed themſelves, 
4s witneſſes of the $a nts happineſs, and their own 


« $iſery, the Saints wiſdom, and their folly ? what 


elſe 15 the meaning of. Balaarr's wiſh } Why 
ſhould 
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ſhould he be ſo deſirous to dye the death of the 
Saint, and to have his latter end like his, if he 
were not thorowly convinced of this, that ho. 
lineſs were no madneſs, piety no fancy, and re. 
ligion no deluſion ? Whar is it that makes thoſe 
in e Mat. 26, 8. tocry out ſo importunately; 
Give us of your Oyl, for our Lamps are gone 
out, I am perſwaded, that all the Reprobates 
in Hell, will one Day juſtifte the Children of 
God for their ſeriouſneſs, and wiſh a thouſand 
times, that they had had their ſcorns,lofles,tor. 
ments : Ir is nv unuſual thing for them, which 
haveto do with dying Perſons, to hear them 
crying out with anguiſh, when their time is 
ſpent, and their ſands are run out, O you are 
happy, O that I were bur in the condition of 
the pooreſt, and miſerableſt Saint upon Earth, 
O that I bad but prayed with fervency, heard 
with ſeriouſneſs, and minded my Soul in good 
earneſt ! Happy are they that have not all their 
work to do in a dying Hour! O happy are they 
that have ſome Cordial ro comfort them in a 
time of ſuch diſtreſs ! O, a Chriſt, a Chriſt, ten 
thouſand Worlds now for that Chriſt, which ] 
deſpiſed ! Theſe are things we are acquainted 
with. Well then, our Enemies themſelves being 
Judges, an Iſ-aelte indeed is a Perſon of true 
worth, and without controverſie, his eſtate is 


and ſhall be comfortable, bleſſed and glorious, 


4. How great are the abſurdities, that elſe 
would follow ? Would not the Devil boaſt that 
he hath done more for his followers,than Chrilt 
hath done for his ? Would it not follow thai 
Saints 
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Giints are the moſt miſerable fools in the world? 
then it would be tono purpoſe to deny ones 
ſelf, to fight with Beaſts at Epheſus, to bear the 
contradiction of ſinners : then Chriſt dyed for 
nothing, or bath done his work by the halves; 
then there is no credit to be given to the Bible, 
God is worſe than his word, and the Scripture 
promiſes are falſe ; then Paul's confidence was 
madneſs, and his boaſting made void ; then all 
preaching is a cheat, and the Miniſters of Chriſt 
are Impoſtors, and the wicked are in the right : 
then David would have better reaſon to ſay, he 
hath cleanſed his hands in vain, and that his fre- 
quent deyotions were to no purpoſe, and his 
Songs at Mid-night, but the dotages of an ex- 
travagant fanſie, and Hours which were ſpent 
in Prayer and Meditation, were purely loſt. 
What faiſt thou to this, O Chriſtian 2 would 
not this be ſad news indeed, if all thy hopes 
ſhould come to this ? Bur be of good cheer, 
this is the doQrin which the Devil and his Mi- 
niſters do preach 3 as long as God is true you 
ſhall not be deceived, as long as he is happy you 
ſhall not be miſerable, and till Hell hath got a- 
bove Heaven, you are well enough. Go on 
therefore reſolutely,and ler nothing daunt thee, 
iis but yet a little while, and you ſhall ſee all 
this, and more than this a thouſand rimes made 

ood to thee. Fear not, *cis God who hath 
—_ it, and he commanded his Servant 7ohn 
to write, and leave it upon Record. That they 
which dye in the Lord are bleſſed, and they ſhall 
reſt from their Labours,ang their Works do follow 


them, 
| 3, The 
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3- The next thing which I promiſed to ſpeak 
to, was, to (hew wherein the bleſſedneſs of de, 
parted Saints doth conſiſt ; But what work am 
I now about ? Who is ſufficient for theſe things? Wl le 
What Tongue can utter the leaſt part of tha W 
Glory ? What Heart can imagine its tranſcen. Wl x 
dent excellency ? And what Ears can bearit ? II , 
Should ſuch a one as ſoſes, Enoch, or Elias i v 
come ſparkling in his Robes, inthe habit ofa IU , 
glorified Saint, and ſhould he but tell you what I 
a (ight he hath ſeen, what melody be hears, Wl js 
what imployment he is engaged in, what poſ- WW y 
ſellions he enjoys, Where would he endureit! WW a 
I am perſwaded, if in this mortal ſtate, God Ml 3 
ſhould ler in the Soul the hundreth thouſandth MW 
part of that Glory, which Saints enjoy in Hea- yi 
ven, it would in a moment fink a Man, and make Wl C 
ſuch Bodies as ours now are, wither to duſt, [ by 
have ſeen a great many fine things in my time, lf cc 
I have heard of more, but I can eaſily imagine I th 
more than ever all the Princes of the Earth, in 
their greatelt ſplendour enjoyed ; and yet here lf fr 
I amat a loſs, and no wonder 2 For it is beyond 
the reach of Saints and Angels in Heaven fully I te 
to conceive what their own happineſs is, andl E ty 
believe it is no ſmall part of their joy, that they 
ferve a Malter, who loveth to out-do, not only 4 
deferts and expeRations, but even the imagina- I (1 
tions of his Creatares, How then can ſucha IN fe 
poor Worm as ] am, mannage ſuch a work as fr 
this is ? becauſe I can't ſay all, muſt Iſay no- }Þ 9 
thing, and paſs this over with filence and admi- 
ration ? becauſe this is a great deep, which our I By 
Plummet can'c fathom, an Ocean that hath no I q 
ſhoar, 
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ſhoar, ſhall we therefore never fail init ? God 
forbid. O may ir be my work in time, and to 
Eternity to praiſe that infinite, boundleſs excel- 
lency that is in my God. Though theſe are 
matters, which one would think ſhould com» 
mand attention and afteftion. both, yer if we 
conſult the lives of all, yea the higheſt experi- 
ences of the beſt, notwithſtanding theſe things 
are ſo frequently inculcated, and fo paitionately 
recommended to our conlideration, yet where 
is the Man or Woman to be found, that lies 
under the lively impreſſions of theſe things : 
And therefore I ſhall think it not impertinent, 
If I dwell upon that an Hour, which will be the 
ſubjeRt of your Meditation, and Foundation of 
your comfort, if .ever you underſtand whar 
Chriſtianity in the life of it meanes, This only 
dy the by, a little ro quicken your attention. | 
come now to my buſineſs, ro ſhew you wherein 
the Saints happineſs after death conſiſts, 

8, it conliſts in a full everlaſting freedom 
from evil, or any imperfeftion. 

2, Itconliſts in a compleat, perfet, and E- 
ternal enjoyment of all the good that our na- 
tures are capable of, 

Firſt, /t conſiſts in a full and everlaſting free- 
dom from evil, or any imperfettion. And here | 
ſhall inſiſt upon ſome of thoſe evils and imper- 
feRtions, which a Child of God ſhall be freed 
from, as ſoon a5 ever Death hath let the Soul 
out of the Body, 

Firſt, The Saint — wa from all ſin, The 
Bolts ſhall be knockt off, the Priſon walls broke 


down, and the poor Captive ſet at liberty. © 
Blefled 
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bleſſed Jubilee ! How glad would Part have 


been, if when he cryed outin ſuch an Apony ; 
O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me * If he 
had heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, thy 
groans have pierced the Clouds,chy Prayer hath 
reached the Heavens, thy Petitions ſhall be 
granted immediately, would not this have been 
grateful news ? When before a few days beat 
an end, this ſhall be the condition of every one 
of God's People. Now indeed if you liſten to 
theirCloſets,you ſhould hear how dolefully they 
bemoan their condition ; if you follow them in. 
ro their Families, What is it that they would 
moſt deſire of God ? isit not freedom from (in? 
What complaints do they make of themſelves, 
that there ſhould be fo great an unſutableneſs in 
them to God, that their hearts are unſen(ible of 
the worth of divine things,that they ſhould have 
ſo little love to the Lord Chriſt,and be ſo little 
taken with the kindneſs of the Redeemer z how 
- weak and faint, how cold and dullin duty ? how 
ready to betray theirLord, how cowardly in the 
cauſe of God ? But Death will for ever filence 
theſe complaints, death rares off Zoſhxa's rags 
and preſents him before the Lord without ſpot 
or wrinkle ; or any fuch thing z fin indeed ac- 
companieth the ungodly into another world, he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and his wicked works 
follow him : bur it is far otherwiſe with the god- 
ly, Sin was his burden, and Death ſhall unload 
him ; (in ſhall be confined to Hell,Heaven enter- 
rains no ſuch deformity : This Tyrant ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubjets. The houſe 


of Saul, andthe houſe of David ſhall no longer 
" conv 
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contend, that bloody conflict between the fleſh 
znd ſpirit ſhall then be determined by a final vi- 
tory, then the Soul will ſay, farewell my bard 
Y Wheart, farewel unbelief,farewel ingraticude z chen 
thou ſhalt never entertain an unkind thought 
of God more ; the lame and the blind, and the 
/ebuſites (hal be ſmitten when KingD.avid comes 
to make his Palace in Jzon, thy {ins mult dye 
when the Lord cometh to rake the full poſſeſſion 
of this Fort ; Royal confeſlion of (in (hal ſhort- 
ly be needleſs 3 no darkneſs ſhall cloud the un- 
&&ritanding, no perverſneſs the will, no diſor- 
lerlineſs in the affcRions, no treachery in the 
nemory; the Eyes ſhall be better employed than 


5 Wn beholding of Vanity, the Eares ſhall not be 
| bcked againſt truth, the Hands far from vio- 
2 knce, the Tongues from deceit, and the Feet 


from walking in ways of wickedneſs. And ſeems 
bis a light matrer to you who have gone bowed 
your days under the preſfure of tin ? is it no- 
hiog ro you to have all your iniquities done a- 
ay as a Cloud, and your tranſgretiiions as a 


+ bick Cloud ? Thus ſee whar a kindveſs that for- 
A tidable enemy doth ro all the ſubjeRs of Chriſts 
-. ({gdom ; what prayers, tears, and groan did 
Wi ardually, ir doth at one blow. Thus the op- 
ws Welſed is delivered, the mourner made to re- 


ce, and the great make-bate berween God 
id the Soul, for ever diſcarded, and turned 


ut of Doors, Eph 5 27, E/. 44. 22. | 
o | Ven 4 Chy ſtian dyeth, he (h.:ll be freed 
ſe rom all the remptarions of Sathan, Death ſers 
ns ve Soul our of the Devils reach, chis Angel 
na. Fl nothing r9 do in — Serpeus ſhall 
ngt 
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not come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Sathan 
creep into this Eden: Now indeed he goes up 
and down like a roaring Lyon,feeking whom he 
may devour, now he ſets his Ginnes every 
where to catch the unwary Chriſtians ; he uſe 
his ſtratagems to ſurprize them, but then thi 
adverſary ſhall be trod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darts ſhall be quenched,and his deſigns broken, 
0) happy Day, When will ir come ? when the 
Devil (hall be as unlikely to rempr, as our hearts 
rocloſe : when we are got once ſafe to reſt,the 
Devil ſhall as eafily ſhake God's Throne, as our 
happineſs. Death turns the Key,Bolrs and Bars 
this Enemy out; then,O then thou ſhalt ſee this 
Pharaoh caſt dead on the ſhore,and for ever di. 
abled from making any reſiſtance againſt thee, 
or in the leaſt diſturbing thy peace, Rev, 20. 1c 
3. The bleſſedneſs of the People of God conſiſt. 
eth in their being freed from the frownes an, 
flatteries of the World. In life time thou art fainf ,; 
72 fight thy way to peace, to diſpute every ſtep 
thou goeſt, and canſt never have a quiet Hou I 
while thou haſt ſuch 11] neighbours: There is a 
old quarrel between the feed of the Woman &F ,, 
the Serpent,and the enmity is radicated, and thalſ 5, 
feud can be cool'd with nothing butDeath.Chri 
ſian, expe not as Jong as any of rhat Canilll - 
Getieration breath, that thou ſhould'ſ be long .”* 
fecure 3 In the world you ſhall have tribulatior 
but be of good cheer, Chriſt hath overcome th 
World, oh. 19. 33. What though they ſpe 
great words, Priſon, Halter, Faggot ? Thou ſha 
ere long ride in ſtate to glory,and then let then 
do their worſt : When thou art in Heaven,the 
m3 
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may curſe and increaſe their own miſery, but 
they ſhal nor in the leſt-diminiſh thy rranquilicy, 
And as for their flatteries,they ſhall ſignitie no - 
thing, the beauty of this inferiour World will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that light which 
Death leads thee into 3 its excellencies will be 
quite eclipſed, irs allurements will loſe their po- 
wer. Who can chooſe but contemn the Earth, 
that knows what Heaven meanech ? O how low 
an eſteem have the moſt experienced men here of 
the World ! Honours and riches are counted 
very iacon(iderable things to them which under. 
ſand the difference berween finite and infinite, 
the difproportion between Time and Ecernity ; 
Death bloweth the duit out of our eyes,it plucks 
oft the Vail,and ſhews one quickly the glory of 
both Worlds: and ſo it is not Jeft long to deter- 
mine, which is to be preferred, droſs or filyer, 
braſs or gold, a dunghil or a Palace : there will 
de no thought of returning io Eygpr,or Goſhen, 
either in them which know the fruutulnelſs of the 
ſpiritual Canasn, the accomodations of the new 
jeruſalem, the pleaſure of the holy Courr. 

4. At Death he ſhall reſt from all his pains ; 
there is no fear of ſickneſs, ſorrowes, and aches. 
WY The Stone, Gour, & Plague are Diltempers that 
Nl cone labour with there: that Aire is clear, and 

FE fin which infeReth other places never gor foot- 


_ ing there ; they that ſcarce know what a Days 


eaſe now means, ſhall then forget their ſorrow, 
their Conſtitutions ſhall be mended, their crazy 
Bodies, that needed to be propped up by Arr, 
have now no need of ſuch helps : the lame ſhall 


""Yleaphe blindg ſee,the weak ſhall be ſtrong, the 
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crooked ſtrait,they which were in deaths oft (hal 
be never in danger. O happy alterations ! the 
Grave will refine and aJter our Budies,and they 
ſhall there bury all imperfeRions, 6 this mort] 
ſhall pur on immorrtality,and this corruptible in- 
corruption, There the weary ſhall be at ref}, 
Eſa.b1.3.G'33 24. & 60 18, 7ob 3.17. 

5. The bleſſedneſs of the deceaſed Sams conſiſt. 
eth in their perfett freedome from a'l wants, and 
fear of want, Here they have their daily want, 
and in the ſweat of their brows they maſt ex 
their Bread, The World in its beſt eſtate is made 
up of vanities and troubles, How much need 
have we of the belp of our fellow creatures ? 
we can't live without the uſe of their bodies and 
lives: we want their ſervice to till our Grounds, 
and to carry our weak Bodyes, that can ſome. 
times ſcarce £0 under their own burden, What 
ſhift could we make, if the influence of the Sun 
Moon and Stars were ſuſpended ? what lamen. 
table complaint ſhould we make, if God ſhould 
ſcal up the Fountains of water?how ſoon ſhould 
we faint,if he ſhould make the Heavens as Iron, 
and the Earth as Braſs ? What Element can we 
want, what Creature could we well ſpare ? But 
the time is coming,that Day wil) ſhortly begin, 
whoſe brightnefs will make the Sun dark, end 
the Moon to difappeargand all the Stars to leave 
their Spheres as uſeleſs, O unbelicf, how mile- 
rably deſt thou rob us of the comforrs,which the 
very fore thoughts of that hour might bring in! 
Dwell O my trembling foul upon rheMediration 
of theſe things. Is there no truth nor weight in 
thoſe Scriptures! E/.50.9, E{.21.29,Give in ily 
Anſwer 
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Anſwer, Why then art thou canſt down O my ſoul, 
and why art thou diſquieted within me? Wait up- 
on the Lord,and be of good courage; wait I ſay 
upon the Lord. 

6, This happy Man ſhall be quite freed of 
whatſoever may argue an imperfelt ſtate, Some 
of thoſe very graces that are now ſo uſeful and 
neceſſary, when their work is done (hall be laid 
aſide as uſeleſs, I mean Faith, Hope, Patience, de- 
ire : all which ſpeak ſomething of imperfet.on 
ſhall chen be ſwallowed up of love. They now 
help to lead the ſoul out of Egypr,condudt tho- 
row the read Sea,and Wilderneſs,and ſend ſpices 
mo Canaar,and bring good ridings out of that 
Land 3 they ſee $ihen,Og, and Awaleckdiſcom- 
fited, and their Power broken, they go to the 
Borders of the promiſed Land ,nay, they get up 
to Piſga,and upon Mount Nebo, there they bid 
the ſoul farewel. Faith, like a «kilful Pilot, keeps 
dofe to the Ship; till it ſee ir out of danger, 
Faith, like loyal Barzilai,brings in abundant pro 
viſions for the ſoul,in all its {treights,andcomes 
with ic to the banks of Jordan, to the brink of 
eternity, but there,there it rakes its final leave,& 
ſends over yong Chimharn to wait upon theKing 
at Fexuſalem, ir ſends love over into Heaven to 
dwell there with the Lord for ever. O bleſſed 
tare,when faith ſhall be ſwallowed up of ſight ! 
Here we live by faich,and not by ſenſe or f<ght, 
in glory we ſhal] live by lenſe and ſight, and not 
by faich. The ſhaddow ſhall vaniſh when the ſub. 
ſtance is come ; bope, patience, deſire, and fear 
ſhall all paſs away, and be ſwallowed up with an 


eternal fruition,poſſeſſion and ſeeurity. Happy 
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are the People that are in ſuch a caſe, their cloudy 
are Quite blown over, they need neither Wind 
or Sails, now they are ſafe landed, What think 
you now of a Child of God, Is it worth the 
while to be religious, is holineſs a folly now ? 
and yet this is not all,come a little furthergand [ 
will ſhew you greater things til]. All this is but 
the privartive part of their happineſs, come now 
to touch a little upon the poſitive part, but what 
an Ocean am I now lanching into, who can tell 
all the Priviledges of a Citizen of 702, what 
Pen can deſcribe the honour and dignities of the 
Sons of God? But that I may heighten your ſpi. 
rits, and a little antedate your comforts, ] ſhall 
in the next place ſhew ſomething of the poſitive 
art, 

: 2, The blefſedneſs of thoſe which dye in the 
Lord, conſiſts poſitively, 

Firſt in this, that they ſhall enter into the So- 
ciety of the Angels, they ſhall leave any longer 
conyerling with mortals,and,inſtead of weeping 
friends, ſee themſelves compaſſed with linging 
Angels. How do you think that Lazarus was 
affected, who inſtead of Beggars, Cripples, and 
Dogs, had a Guard of Angels waiting upon 
him ? What an extaſy of joy was he ſurprized 
with, Luk. 16. 22, This doncur have all the 
Saints. We think the ſight of a King,ihe look of 
a Prince,the company of a Lord a great matter: 
what are they, if compared with the leaſt of the 
Captains of the Lord's Hoſt ? How vaſt is the 
difterence between Fleſh and Spirit ? and yer this 
favor the Lord is pleaſed to confer upon the 
leaſt of his Children. And how glad are the y 
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gels themſelves of the ſociety of the pooreſt 
Saint?they are glad even here to be doing offices 
of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
them from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
their Father to them, bur theſe Earthly Bodies 
were ſcarce capable of comunications with ſuch 
noble and ſpiritual Creatures,but at Death they 
ſhall know their old friends & fellow- ſervants, 
and bleſs God with chem,and for them for ever, 
Heb.12, 22. And theſe Chariots and Horſemen 
of 1ſrael ſhall carry up 7oſeph to his Fathers 
Houſe, and there the Sons of God (hall ſhout 
for joy- Time was, the {ight 07 an Angel would 
make a Saint tremble, bur then it ſhall make 
them to triumph : and what ſtories will they tell 
them, of the providences of God roward them, 
and joyn with them in the high praiſes of his 
goodneſs and love ? Bur all this is but little to 
what follows. 

2. At Death, the ſouls of believers are made 
perfect in holineſs. How will they in a moment 
ſee themſelves as white as ſnow ? how glorious 
ſhall rhe Kings Daughter be,when her beauty is 
perfe&, how lovelily will (he look, when ſhe's 
clad with innocent purity, how excellent when 
her royal Husband the Lord Chr:/# ſhall be infi- 
nicely raken with her?Will he not then ſay,thou 
art all fair my love,there is no ſpot in thee:come 
with me from Lebanon my Spouſe, with me from 
Lebanon, from the top of Amana, from the 
top of Shenir and Hermorv, from the Lyons 
Dens, from the Mountains of Leopards. Thou 
baſt raviſhed my hearrt,mySiſter,mySpouſe,thoy 
haſt raviſhed my heart, wich one of thine Eyes, 
+ C 4 with 
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with one Chain of thy Neck : How fair is thy 
love, my Siſter, my Spouſe, &c. Cant. 4. 7, $. 
9, 10. If the Lord ſee ſo much beauty here in 
bis Church, what will he do hereafter, when he 
ſhall have waſ}*d away all her defilements, and 
taken out her ſtains, and Eave decked her with 
his Jewels, and put on her Wedding Garment? 
That Day is coming. O my ſoul ! when will the 
ſhadows flee away, when will dayes and nights 
be all-at an end, when will time be ſpent, when 
ſhall the Curtain be drawn ? O that, that's the 
place ! thou ſhalt then love that precious Jeſus, 
with a Seraphick and Ange]-like love, thou wilt 
then as much delight and rejoyce in him, as A- 
brabam, David, and Paul did. Thy drowhie ſoul 
ſhall be as nimble and aftive in the ſervice of thy 
preat Maker, as Enoch and Elias; thou ſhalt 
praiſe him Day and Night, and be no more 
weary than the Angels themſelves : thou ſhalt 
perfectly underſtand the will of God, and rea- 
dily ovey it 2 thou ſhalr be holy as God is holy; 
& what would you now give for ſuch a frame ! 
how glad would you be to feel a connaturality 
to divine imployments, how happy would you 
think your ſelves, if your heart were always 
as God would have it ? Isitnot for this, that 
you faſt & pray ? Is it not for this, that you 
bear, read, and meditate ? Is not this the end of 
Sacraments ? Well, be of good cheer, in Mount 
Zion there ſhall be deliverance and holineſs : 
Obed, 17. And is all this nothing, ſeemeth it 
till a (mall priviledge to be a Child of Godzand 
like our Father ? who that underſtands this 
world not bid Death weicome, and ſay, now 
Wes Wk Grave 


(33) 


Grave du thy worſt ? Ack Paxl, and he will tell 
you thar-upon this accuurt he grears: enquire 
of David, and he will let you underftand, that 
he never expefts ſatisfaRion, till he awake with 
God's likeneſs, P/al 17. 

3. Another thing wherein the blefſedneſs of 
a Chriſtian ar Death lyes, is this, the fight of 
Chriſt, What can be more deſired by a Child of 
God, than to behold and enjoy him, by whom 
all the mercies we bave, and al] that we expeR 
flow in ro us, Eph. 1.11. Thar good old Saint, 
Lak. 2, 30, thought it a Heaven upon Earth to 
ſee him, though his Majeſty was vailed, and the 
brightneſs of his glory wrapped up,and covered 
by his humanity, be doth (ing a Requiem to his 
Soul, and ſay, Now let thy Servant depart in 
peace, for mine Eyes have ſec thy ſalvation. 
How were Peter, /ames,and /obn,aft: Red at his 
transfiguration, Mar.17 2. What an admirable 
frame doth the Spoule ſeem to be in, when ſhe 
ſaw only the ſhadow and back parts of this be- 
loved one, Cant. 5.16. She can* tell when to 
have done commending of him. Burt all this is 
bat a ſmall thing, compared to the ſight which 
they ſhall ſee, when their graces ſhall be com- 
pleat,& their ſouls like him ; and then ſhall they 
behold the King in hi- beauty;no longer the con 
tempt and ſcorn of the World,no longer in po- 
verty & want,no longer crucihed and rejeRed; 
but Jeſus the expreſs Image of his Father, and 
the brightneſs of his glory, accompanyed with 
Millions of Angels, all at his command ; and 
yet for all rhis,caſting a gracious eye upon them 
then ſhall the Soul behold him fact to tace, who 
did, 


(34) 


{ \ufrered ſuch wonderful things for it3 
i ':e came Qut of his Fathers boſome, 
; «par {tept out of His Thorne,and put off 
» Kobes,char came leaping over the Mountains 
and skippinz over the Hills, running thorow a 
thouſand difficulties, that he might pluck thee 
our of thy miſery,8 deliver thee out of the paw 
of the Lyon,and the Bear,that he might redeem 
thee from the power of Sin, Death, and Hell, 
How will the Heavens eccho with ſongs of joy, 
when the Bride. the Lamb's Wife, ſhall come to 
dwell with her Husband for ever ? Tſay 33. 17. 
Chriſt is the defire of Nations, the joy of An- 
gels, the delight of the Father, and he in whom 
he is well pleaſed, What ſolace then muſt that 
ſoul be fil*d with, that hath the poſſeſſion of him 
to all Eternity; Is not his love better than wine, 
and a look of his countenance to be prefer'd be- 
fore Corn and Oy]? Is not his kindneſs to be va- 
lued above life it ſelf? What meaneſt thou then 
O my ſoul, that thou doſt ſo dread his coming? 
Why art thou ſo loath tro be with him? Why art 
thou afraid of the enjoyment of him ? Will thy 
Redeemer make thee a ſlave,hath Heaven chan- 
his Nature, and made him leſs deſirable ? 
Will thy Saviour make thee miſerable ? A wake 
then,O ye Saints,and Rand a tip-toe, wait, watch 
and long till thou ſee him, who alone can fill 
thy ſoul / fight, ſtrive, and run, till you enjoy. 
One ſmile of his, one look of his love, is worth 
the pleaſures of ten worlds : where is thy heart, 
where are thy defires, what's become of thy 
love ? if Chriſt doth not affeR, draw, and fire 
thee, what will ? but when thou ſhalr On 
| | indee 


(35) 


t3 indeed, his very looks will ſo warm thy Soul, 
e, Ef that thou ſhalt in a moment feel a divine flame, 
f Wl which (hall never be extinguiſhed, as long as 
ns IF Chriſt, the object of thy love, ſhall live: the 
'a I fight of Chriſt will pur new life into thy ſoul, 


and make thy love and joy freih for ever,this is 
he, O my ſoul, that was wounded, that thou 


m FF mighteſt be healed ; this is he who was crowned 
l, W with Thorns, that thou mighteſt be Crowned 
Y, & with Glory; this, this 1s he that dyed, that 


thou mightelt live. Is not all the glory of Hea- 
ven wrapped up in him ? Are not the Treaſures 
of divine kindneſs, which were ſometimes hid 
in him, now opened ? Tell me now, O my ſoul, 
is there any in two worlds comparable to him ? 
Was not that he that ſheltered thee from the 
ſtorms of God's wrath ? Was not that precious 
Body, the Shield which blunted the Sword of 
Juftice, and kept the Arrows of the Almighty 
from doing dreadful execution upon theezan E- 
nemy, Traytor, and Rebel ? Was it not he that 
laid down the price, that bought thy pardon, 
that purchaſed this Inheritance ? was it not he 
that fed thee with his Body, that broached his 
heart blood, ro quench the thir{t of thy ſoul, 
the luſts of thy heart, and the flames of God's 
indignation! Look upon him, is he not made up 
of love ? I ſee now, it is nor for nothing, that 
the Virgins did love him, it was not without 
g00d reaſons, that the Spouſe was fick , it was 
not without very good cauſegthat the Saints did 
ſo long to be with Him ; tobe with him did I 
ſay ? who that hears of him, can chooſe but 
wiſhto ſee Him, who that ſees him, can = 
| With- 
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without him, who that lives with him can leave 
him ? What mean the World ? Sure they are 
dead blind,or mad : but where am I now 2 this 
is a ſubject fo ſweet, that I can'c tell how to 
make an end ; O that I might, ſee, know, and 
enjoy / look dear Jeſus upon me, and let me g0 
and tel the World thy beauties, let me every day 

| have alittle fight of rhee,thatI may commend 
thee a thouſand times more feelingly, and that 1 
may commard the affeRions of all that hear of 
thee, thatrnothing bur thy love may ſerve their 
tarns. Pardon me, thar this admirable one hath 
drawn our my thoughts ſo largely. If you can 
but love after all this,and ſee him when you die 
with comtorr, you will ſay, 1 were too ſhort in 
his pratſes, and too ſuperficial in his commen- 
darions, and that the half was nor told you. 

- 4 ſhe blefſedneſs of departed Saints lies in 
this,chat they ſhall meer with all the Children of 
God, and have communion with the Spirits of 
the juſt,made perfect, Thou ſhalt then meer thy 
beſt friends, whofe company was ſo warming, 
whoſe words were ſo incouraging, whoſe lives 
did ſo much command Religion, their Faces did 
then ſhine,their converſation was in Heaven: but 
O what an alteration there is in'them for the bet 
ter! their Souls are now like Chriſt,nothing bur 

Srace,love, and praiſe: no difference in judg- 

menc, no pride or paſſion, nothing that offends: 

And how will they welcome you to their Fa- 

thers Houſe, you that took ſweet counſel toge- 

cher, that went ro the Houſe of God, that ralk'd 
of that glory, how glad will you be, when you 


meet in it? Nay,death will bring you a 
wit! 
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with all theſe famous Worthies, of whom the 
world was not worthy,the noble Champions of 
Chriſt , which thought nor their lives dear to 
them, ſo they might but finiſh their courſe with 
joy : this Porter opens the Door , and lets the 
Saints ſoul into that palace, where all the favou- 
rites of that great Prince reſide ; and thou ſhalt 
ſtand alſo with them upon Mount Zijoz, in the 
preſence of rhat mightly King, and ſhalt behold, 
and live in his glory for ever : And is all this in- 
conſiderable ? What would I give to ſee Enech, 
that walked with God? How glad ſhould I be to 
be acquainted with EFas? how joyful If I might 
have tome diſcourſe with Paul ? Would itnot 
make one couragious in the cauſe of God,if one 
could hear Damel, or the Three Children tell 
the ſtory of their deliverance ? How ſhould one 
be pleaſed to have it from the Mouth of Moſes, 
7oſhnah,and Caleb, what God did for Iſrael in 
;he Fields of Ham,the Red-Sea,and the wilder- 
neſs ? & how he brought them into the Land of 
Canaan; how do you think you ſhould be af- 
feed at ſuch things as tbeſe ? why ? as formi- 
dable as Death looks, t's he that brings us to 
the ſpeech of all theſe, How loath are we now 
to part, when a knot of us have got together, 
totalk about the things of another World ? are 
not the Saints the excellent ones, in whom is our 
delight? is not the empty diſcourſe of the unex- 
perienced World tedious,and their Company a 
burden ? Why ? Heaven hath in it none bur 
Saints,and Angels,and the blefled God. Is nor 
that Company indeed ? & all their work will be 
20 admire, praiſe, and love God, and to take 
infinite 
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infinite delight, & complacency in him to all E. 


ternity. O what acclamations of joy will there 
be, when all the Children of God, ſhall meet to. 
gether, without fear of being diſturbed by the 
Antichriſtian and Caniſþ brood!when they meer 
and never part,but joyn in Hallelujahs for ever, 
Thar, that's the melody, when a Quire of ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand of Angels ſhall (ing 
an Eternal Song,and the hundred and forty and 
four thouſand, and that innumerable Company 
out of all Nations, Tongues, and Kingreds, ſhall 
anſwer, ſaying, Bleſſing, honour, glory ,and power 
be unto Him that ſits upon the Throne, and unt 
the Lamb for ever, and ever, Rev 5 13+ Luk, 13, 
23,29. Heb. 11-22, Eph.2.16. 

5. An other thing, wherein the blefſedneſs of 
the Saints departed conliſts,is,that then aUl their 
Prayers ſhall be fully anſwered,their deſires ſa- 
tisfied, and hopes enjoyed. They now oft,with 
ſorrow, hear the reproaches of the wicked, who 
are ready to ask them, where is: there God ? 
what is become of their faſts, tears,and groans, 
to what purpoſe do they afflit themſelves? what 
profit is it for them to call upon God? what be- 
nefit is there in ſerving rhe Almighty?The wick- 
ed boaſt of their hearrs deſire, and are ready to 
ſleight Religion, as a uſeleſs and contemptible 
thing. But is there not a time a coming, when 
the godly may ask them, what profit they have 
now in their pleaſures, what comfort in their 
greatneſs, What fruit of all their labours ? and 
with unſpeakable fatisfation, produce their 
Crown, and ſay, This, this was the prize that 


we contended for ; this was the reward that wo 
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had in our Eye, this was the glory and honour 
which we ſo highly valued; This is our God in 
whom we have truſted, El. 25 9. The Saints 
ſhall then ſee, that ir was not in vain to ſeek, 
knock,and wait, then they ſhall underftand thar 
nothing was loſt, which was ſpent for their ſouls 
and Heaven : they ſhall ſhortly know, that the 
pooreſt hearty groan was heard, the quickeſt e- 
jaculations were not unobſerved, and that the 
weakelt ſincere Prayers were able to pierce the 
Heayens, O who would not ſerve ſuch a Ma- 
ſter,who can't forget any of his ! nay, the Lord 
will infinitely out do their requeſts, and give 
them more than their Tongues could ask, and 
minds conceive, This is the portion of them that 
ſeek thee, that ſeek thy face, O Zacob. 

6. At Death, the Believer ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
God,and know what the beatifical viſion means; 
and if you would be better ſatisfied. what this is, 
my requeſt is,that you would live holily,and go 
and ſee. And if after a ſight and ſenſe of this in- 
comprehenſible glory, you finde that I have de- 
ceived you, by making you to over value it, I 
am contented to bear the blame of an Impoſtor, 
I am here but brief,becauſe I muſt confeſs my 
Meditations are now at a loſs, and (ilencegand x- 
ſtoniſhment moſt ſpeak the reſt, 

7. That which is no ſmall addition to a Saints 
happineſs is this, that there is no fear of loſing 
of it; his Enemies can*trob him, for they are 
all ſafe enough, and his Treaſure, is locked up 
there where neitherMoth,norRuſt can corrupt, 
nor Thieves break thorow, and ſteal , the Chri- 
ſtian may then rejoyce over his Enemy,and ay, 
What 
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Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God |} 
they that are ſafe in Heaven, need not to enter- 
rain any fears of loſing their Inheritance. If God 
that made Heaven,and brought them to it, can 
ſecure thera 3 if Chriſt that bought it for them, 
can make good his purchaſe, if all challenges 
are laid aſide, they are well enough ;* thy houſe 
ſhal not be ſhaken,thy comforts are durable,and 
the leaſe of thy Inberirance runs parale] with the 
life of God, and muſt not expire ti] Erernity 
be ſpent, Rom, 8, 33. Heb. 13.5. 1/-54,10. I). 

. la 

$4 laſt thing chat T ſhall mention, whereia 
the happinefs of the Dead that die in the Lord, 
conſiſts, is in the full and joyful aflurance of a 
Slorious reſurreRion,and acquittance at the day 
of Judgment, Their Bodies are the ſacred Tem- 
ples wherein God did dwell, they are not there- 
fore to be buricd in forgetfulneſs, bur ſhall be 
reſerved as Jewels in a Cabinet, and at the Re 
ſurre&ion, they ſhall be furbuſhed, and ſet ig 
Glory ; the very Duſt of the Saints is precious, 
and thoſe vet y Members, , that were aſliſtant to 
the Soul, in the Worſhip of God, ſhall partake 
ef its Glory ; and upon this account,the People 
of God dye in faith, that their Bodies and Souls 
ſhall bave a bleſſed Meeting; upon this account, 
Believers weep not at the Interment of their 
Chriſtian brethrengas thoſe which have no hope 
but ihe thoughts of a future meering ſwallows 
up the grief of preſent parting ; they underitand 
that it would be a picce of unkindneis to be 
prieved at their happineſs, and that it ſpeaks t00 
muck ſelf-love, and coo great a disbelict of their 
anſeen 
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unſeen glory, and too much defire, that our 
wills ſhould be done before God's. What a deal 
of ſorrow would the ſound belief of the reality 
of inviſibles prevent ? With what chearfulneſs 
might the dear Children of God part, when they 
think how: certainly, and ſpeedily they ſhall ſee 
one . another again, never to part more, [f the 
DoQtrin of the RefurreRtion were but better un- 
derſtood, if the Grave were but looked upon, 
35a Chamber to reſt in, and if faith could bur 
take Death to be but an undreffing, to put on 
better raiment, how contentedly then ſhould we 
be unclothed that we might be clothed with ime. 
morzality.: And why ſeems it a thing incredible 
that the Body ſhould rife again ? Isir a thing in- 
credible, that he which made a World out of no- 
thing, ſhould raiſe up our lifeleſs Duſt, and ſcat- 
tered Bones # Is any thing too bard for the Al. 
mighty ? Was he put tour, when he made Man 
out of a lump of Clay ? Is it beyond his power 
0 raiſe Children to Abraham out of the very 
ſrones ? Can nothing be afted by an Omnipo- 
tent Agent, but it muſt firſt be forged in our 
brains ? Shall God indeed come and bow to us,: 
ind wiſdom ack counſel of folly, how he ſhould 
manage his affairs * Doth nor God every Day 
do as great wonders, as this ? and hath not he 
given our faith very conſiderable helps in this 
matter ? Doth not his yearly providence preach 
the truth of this Do&rin ? What Farmer thinks 
bis Seed loſt, when it's buried under the Clods, 
when the Winter hath diſrobed the Medowes, 
and covered them with a white Mantle, will you 
"erefore conclude they ſhall never by Irefſed 2« 
j [ £21: 
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gain with their Greens, and decked with their 
Howers ? but it all this fignify nothing, what do 
you think of what God hath done already ? was 
Lazarus his Reſurrefion a cheat ? and were the 
Evangeliſts miſtaken, which tell us of the riling 
of many of the Saints, and that they went into 
the holy City ? Is Chrilt ſtill in the Grave ? and 
if theſe things be otherwiſe, why ſhould not that 
which hath been, be again ? What? hath God 
leſs power than he had 2 Is his Arm weaker than 
"jt was ? Is the Grave too ſtrong for him ? And 
are the Doors of it (o falt locked, that his Key 
can*c open them ? Did Chriſt promiſe more than 
he could make good, when he ſaid, I will raiſe 
them up at the laſt Day, O unbeliet ! how doſt 
thou ſpoy] my comforts, and daunt my courage, 
trath can*c lie, the Almghty can't be weak, God 
is till like bimfelf, And if the caſe be fo, what 1 
good condition is the dead Saint 1n ? his life is 
hid with Chriſt, and when Chriſt, who is his life, 
ſhall appear, ke alſo ſhall appear with him in 
Glory ; And what kind of Body will this be, 
when it ſhall be like the glorious Body of Chriſt; 
perfect, aQive, immortal ? Look up to the Sky, 
do you ſee how bright that Body is, which light- 
ens the whole World, how haſtrly that Cham- 
pion runs to finiſh bis appointed courſe ? why 
that cold and dead Body ſhall ere long be as glo- 
rious, as 8he Sun 1g its ſtrength, & as lively in its 
motions'? How eaſily wil-ic mount into the Air 
to meetthe Lord in the Clouds ? how aRtively 
will it paſs from one [ideof the Heavens to ano- 
ther, with as much expedition, as it ſhall defire! 
how readily will it run at the command of its 
oreat 
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great Maſter, and keep pace with thoſe winged 
Meſſengers the Angels, they ſhall be no longer 
ſuch heavy, dull pieces of Clay, and bundles of 
Diſeaſes 3 but when they are called our of their 
Bed, they ſhall be refreſhed abundantly, and with 
joy meet their Souls, and be afted by them. O 
me thinks what kind of greeting will thefe two 
old Companions have, when they ſee one ano- 
ther in an other world : what ſtrange ſalutations 
will they give each other, Will not the ſoul lay 
to the body, where hadſt xhou, O my friend, 
that glorious ſplendor ? who clothed thee in fo 
lovely a dreſs ? how cameſt thou by that Majelty 
and beauty ?. Art thou that Body which were 
wont to bear me company to the Houſe of God? 
Are thoſe the Eyes that wept ſo oft ? Are thoſe 
the Feet which travelled ſo many Miles to hear 
the Word ? O excellent alteration ! well, now 
you ſee that your pains was not altogether” loſt, 
and as for me, |] have beheld the glory of our 
royal Fridegroom, I have viewzd bis Chambers, 
and haK Jodged in þi; boſom, ever lizce you 
and I parted, an4®] have ſound that be bath 
made good all his promiſes to a tinle, I had 
no ſooner parted \from thee, bur he ſent bis 
Angels for me, and they brought me with joy 
into his Paviliian, and there did I ſee him com- 
poſed with Millions of ſuch Courtiers, and all 
our old Friends 1 ſaw there , and O ſuch joy, 
happineſs, and pleaſure, is unſpeakable 3 bur 
what ſound is that which 1 hear? 1s it nor 
the Voice of the Arch- Angel ? we are coun» 
manded away ; Who is thar, do you think 
that rides in ſuch ſtate, with fo great a Train 
D 2 a'teg 
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after him ? who ſits upon that Throne; hark, 
bark, he calls you, make haſte, make haſte a- 
Way: Come you bleſſed of my Father, 
enter now wto your Maſters joy ; Dwell in 
the Manſions that I have prepared, poſleſs the 
Inheritance that I have given you : You are 
mine, and I am yours, I have betrothed you 
10 my felf long fince, and now the marriage 
Day is come, and [| rake you to be my Spoule 
for ever, Before my Father, and theſe my 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded Wife 
for ever : and I do now for ever acquit you 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remem- 
bred any more; I inveſt you with the ſame 
glory that 1 poſſeſs, I endow you with all the 
Riches of my Kingdom, I will remove what- 
ſoever may offend youz look how your Ene- 
mies tremble, I have already vindicated you 
from all thoſe falſe imputations, which their 
malice did caſt upon you, | have ſilenced your 
accuſers, and for ever ſtopped the Mouths of 
their great adverſaries, and they ſhall inamedi- 
atcly be removed out of their fighr, and pay 
dearly ſor all their abuſes. Juſtice call thoſe 
Pciſoners to the Bar. Depart from me ye 
Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. And now my beloved, the 
Cloud 1s quite gone 3 come now into my Arms, 
I will never frown more ; come away my love, 
wy Dove, my undefiled, and rejoyce in my love, 
you and I wil never part more; what I have 1s 
yours ; 1 am well pleaſed in my choice,my Father 
loves you, as Ido ; you ſhall be where 1 am,and 


tave the fame pleaſures that I have, and live as 
; I 
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I doto Eternity. Amen, halelujah, even ſo come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, HMat.26, 31, ec, John 
17. 24. R:v. 21.6,c.1 Cor.15. 33.54. Dan. 12. 
2, 3. Mal. 3 16,17, Mal. 4.1. 1Theſ.4.14,15, 
16,17, 18. And 15 not this a ſufficient reward 
for thoie poor ſervices, which the believer doth 
periorm, while he lives upon the Earth ? Is there 
nothing in all this? Seemerh it co you a ſmall 
matter tO be free from ſin? Is it no favour to 
be ſecured from Sathan ? Is not that a deſirable 
place, wherein there is ſo much glory, that the 
World in its beſt drefs, looks like a deform'd 
ugly thing to it 2 Who would not be glad ro 
have all Diſeaſes cured, pains removed, and wants 
ſupplied ? Will not that bea Day of comfort 
indeed ? when Faith thall be ended in {ight, hope 
jn enjoyment, deſire in a delightful and Eternal 
fruition ? when patience ſhall have done all its 
work, when an everlaſting Jubilee ſhall put « 
period to all ſorrows ? Is it no honour to be 
conveyed into Heaven by a Guard of Angels Z 
Do you count it an ineonliderable favour to ſee 
King Feſus in his Thorne ? Have you no delire 
ro be with all your good friends, and to know 
all the Favourites of Heaven ? would you nor 
reckon it a great mercy, to have all your Prayers 
anſwered to the full > Will there be no pleaſure 
in the beatificall Viſion * Would not all this be 
the more conſiderable, if it might laſt always ? 
Is it no fatisfaRtion to you, to know that your 
Body ſhall be raiſed, like Chriſt's Body ? and 
that your Body and Sonl ſhall be publickly ae- 
quitted, owned, and bleſſed before the great 
Court : and after this, live in the ſame glory 
| | D 3 thar 
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that Chriſt lives ifi ; If all this be worth the 
having, then the departed Saint is no loſer, and 
we may well ſay, . Bleſſed are the Dead wh'ch dye 
m the Lord, 

Thus I have ſhewed who are they which dye 
in, theLord ; and proved that ſuch are bleſſed, 
and ſhewed wherein their bleſſedneſs doth con. 
fiſt, I nowcome to make ſome Improvement 
of this DoQtrin, 

Uſe T. 

Firſt, By way of Information, that holineſs 
15-no ſuch filly thing, as the World thinks it t6 
be ; Sure, if there be any thing in reſt, bappi- 
neſs, 'and glory, then the Saint ſcarce deſerved 
the imputation of Fanaticiſme : They which 
have received their Wages, will ſay, that the 
fervice of God is got unprofiable,' and they 
finde themſelves to be no loſers, though credit, 
eſtate, and blood were ſpent in the cauſe of 
Chriſt; Should you ask them, who, thorow 
many Tribulations, have entred into the King- 

om of Heaven? Whether they repent of their 
diligence for Heaven, whether God hath not 
paid them double for their ſelf-denyal, loſſes, 
and kindnefſes ? Would they not cry out truly, 
God is good to 1ſrael, how great is that Trea- 
fare, that is laid 'up for them that fear him ? 
Never let any grutch to ſerve God cheerfully, 
\for verily he is a.rewarder of them which dili- 


-gently ſeek him. , 
Vſ/e IT. 


If the Saint be ſo happy in another World, 
-then let us all examine, whether we are in the 
nutaber of thoſe Perſons, for whom ſuch things 
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are prepared. Conſider firs, that this is not 
like to be every Man's Portion, all Men and 
Women are nor Kings and Queens, nor all the 
Sons of Aaam Heirs of ſuch an Inheritance ; 
ſew.-run ſo as to obtain, few fight ſo as to con» 
uer, and get the Field ,, few act, as if this bleſ- 
fednzs were worth the minding; and let me 
tell you, Heaven is not got with awet Finger, 
moſt do their work by the halves, and though 
the Spirit move them, the Word, Providences 
call them, the Miniſters beſeech them, yer all 
will not do; they will not be perſwaded, but a 
few lazy wiſhes will do, as well. as all the ſeri- 
ouſneſs in the World; and thus they witl put 
things to the venture, and count a hazard, in 
the matters of their Souls and Ecernity, but a 
trivial thing : We can'c for our lives pet Men 
to'b- in good earneſt, but they will bleſs them» 
felves, though God curſe them; and take it for 
pranted, that all is well, when God knows they 
are in as ſad a condition, as can well be imagr. 
ned on this fide of Damnation. We- tell them 
that moſt miſtake, and that miſtake here is the 
moſt deplorable ; and yet {tiil Men are afleep; 
and what if this ſhould be thy condition, O Sin» 
ner, that comeft hither for faſhion - ſake, and 
fits there very trim and cheary ? What fayſt 
thou Man, art provided for Eternity ? Whar 
title haſt thon ro Glory ? Doſt thou know 
what it means to be convinced of Sin ? Was 
it eyer made Joathſome to thee ? And canſt 
thou ſay. thou hateſt ir with perfet hatred 2? 
and thac not only as contrary. to thee, and as 
it brings Hell, Miſery, and Damnation with 

TOY | D 4 ir, 


(.43) 
ir, bat as it is contrary t6 God, abuling his 
goodneſs, hating his purity, dethroning his 
Majeſty ; bath (in ever looked you in the face 
beſmecred with the blood of Chriſt ? Were you 
ever made to underſtand your abſolute need of 
Chriſt ? Did you ever make a compleat reſig- 
nation of 'your ſelf 'to him? and hath it been 
your buſineſs ro aR for him ? and have you felt 
any ſtrength coming from/him, enabling of you 
to bring forth fruit meet for repentance, and to 
dye unto fin, and to live unto righteouſneſs ? 
and yet after all this, have you looked upon your 
ſe}f 4s an unprofitable ſervant ?' whit experi- 
ence have you in theſe things ? put this queſti- 
on home to thy conſcience ; ſay, am I acquain- 
ted with ſuch things or no? Are theſe things 
Riddles to me, or do I know what they mean ? 
well now, have you done as I bid you, and what 
faith conſcience ? 1s it alrogether filent, or doth 
ir put you off till another time ? why, then 
ſpeak again, and again, and ask it whether this 
be not a ſerious queſtion, and a buſineſs of ſome 
importance : but becauſe People 'for the moſ 
part trifle in this great buſineſs, I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething by way of Lamentation and Con: 
viction; _ | | | 
Uſe III. 

Is it ſogthat they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
then wha: a caſe are they in, whith live and di: 
our of Chriſt; ifnone but the friends and chil- 
dren of God be'thas happy, what will become 
of them which are aliens from the Common- 
wealth -of 1/-ael, rhat live without God in the 
World ? Where ſhall the 'wicked and ungodly 
. i appear * 
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zppear ? O what a lamentable condition are 
moſt of the World in ! if we could ſee all the 
dead Souls in this Congregation, what a ghaſt- 
ly fight would it be, ſhould God ſtrike all them 
dead, which lye in their fins, and know not 
Chriſt; ir is to be feared, that' the Aſſembly 
would be far thinner than it is ?- ſhould rhe 
Graves open, and the ſouls and Bones ſay to us, 
make haſt, make haſt, get up your ſouls dreſſed, 
for within three Days you muſt lie in this black 
and cold Chamber with us ? How would this 
make moſt of our Faces to gather paleneſs, ant 
our joynts ready to knock one againſt another ? 
but what if another Voice ſhould ſecond ir, 
and one ſhould come roaring out of Hell, wrap- 
ped about with Flames, and ſhould fay, iris a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the livin 

God ; they that die in fin muſt be buried in Hell 
and if this very moment, you do not turn, you 
muſt take a place wity us in thoſe torments, 
from which there is no redemption ; Would 
this move you ? why firs, is there not as much 
reaſon that you ſhould believe God, as the dam- 
ned ? O what wonders are ſtupid linners ! how 
unconcerned do they go up and down, asif it 
were 2 _ eaſy thing to prepare for Death, 
and a needleſs thing ro think of Eternity. O 
you that know a little, what the life and death 
of a ſoul is, come help us ro mourn over our 
dead, Doth not the very Aire ſmell of the dead ? 
Arenot their numbers ſcarce to be computed ? 
whole Families, Towns, Cities, and ſcarce one 
living ſoul amongſt them ! O where,* where is 
our pity ? how can we bear to ſee ſo many Lea 
, | tons 
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lions go to the Pit, and not beſtow one tear up. 
on them ? what's the matter, O my ſoul, thx 
thou art no more compaſtionare ? would Heſter 


Jeremiah, Paul; nay, would the King and Prin. ſpea 
ces of Niniveh have been no more troubled, if 
Souls had been in the ſame danger in their day; W 1: 
as they are in ours, But that I may a little moye MLor! 
my ſelf and othersz let me commune a litle Mifra 
with you, you are yet in your ſenſes, and have Wot re 
the uſe of vour underſtandings, and are not Med 1 
brutes nor ſtones; ſhall I have leave to reaſon Ml be 
the caſe a Jittle with you ? do you never nſe {vor 
your reaſon ? have you not a principle of ſelf. MWbut 
preſervation ? do you never conſider whether {Wnm3b 
= are going, while you make haſt ro Hell > Wiher 
o you never think of Heaven ? and is it {6 Many 
frightful a place, that you ſhould be afraid of MWope 
it ? will it undo you to be ſaved? and is tha Moir 
blefſedneſs, which I have ſet before you, ſo con. MWnbe 
temptible a thing, that you-will not ſo much az Who! 
Sive the thoughts of it one Hours entertain» Wiea 
ment in your ſoul ? Can you be contented with. Wibat 
out it, and prefer your ſhort-lived pleaſures be- Yak 
fore it ? if the caſe be ſo, thank your ſelves, if Econ 
you have your choice, blame not God, if he de- Wor | 
nyyau that which you thought not worth the This 
accepting : As for us Miniſters, we call God, bis 
Angels, and Men to witneſs, that we have told £0 
you of your danger, and if you will not take ls 
warning, who can help itz if we knew what wh 
in the World ro do to prevent your ruine, God | Do 
forbid bur that we (hould readily do it; but if N anc 
after all your threatnings, perſwaſions, and in- J anc 


treaties, you will go on ſtill, why, your blood 
by he 
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he upon your own Souls : but though I ſpeak 

bus, I hope better things of many here preſent, 

ind things that do company ſalvation, I ſhall 

ſpeak for your incouragement in the next Uſe, 
Uſe IF. 

Is it ſo, that they are bleſſed that dye in the 
Lord, why then ſhould the believer be ſo much 
fraid of Death ? What though it be the King 
ofrerrors, Is it ſo to all ? Have not ſome hand- 
led this Serpent without any fear ? What have 
[been proving allthis while ? Is there not. .ane 
word of ſenſe in all that hath been ſpoken ? ger 
but this ſecured, that you are a Child of God, 
make but the King your friend, and then nei- 
ther his Serjeant, nor his Porter will. do. you 
iny hurt, except to arreſt your enemies, and to 
open the Gates of his Palace to you, and to ad- 
nit you into his -Preſence be cuunted an injury : 
mho would be afraid of everlaſting reſt, why 
hould any one be ſo loth to have his diſeaſes 
healed, why ſhould we be ſo unwilling to receive 
that which we ſeem with much earneſtneſs to 
uk ? Will the Priſoner chooſe always to live 
confined ? will he fall in love with his Chains, 
or be angry with him that comes to knock off 
bis ſhackles 2 Is the miſerable Captive afraid of 
bis liberty 2 why do you hear, pray, and read ? 
to what purpoſe do you ſtrive, watch, and hope ? 
Is it all for that which you tremble to have ? 
what report doth faith bring of another World? 
Doth it tell you that it is a Land of Darkneſs 
and ſorrow, or that it is a place of joy, pleaſure 
and happineſs ? and whar, {till loath to depart ? 
i3 this World the more deſirable of the rwwo, 
| 2nd 
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22d are thy fins and carnal Companions mor 
lovely than Chriſt ! If the caſe be ſo, then ah 
doſt thou talk of believing ? Is this your faith 


the truth of it is, if this be thy caſe, thou ha; {| 


no great reaſon to be over deſirous of leavinl 
this World ; for I perceive thou haſt built th 
Houſe here, and doſt not take Heaven for th 
Reſt, bur in caſe of abſolute neceſfity, tho 
thinkeſt it a more tolerable place than Hell and 
Torments. But thou art nor the Perſon, that 
have now to do with, 1 ſhall fpeak a words 
two to ſuch by and by : my errant it is to thee 
O praying and believing Saint, I would fair 
hearten thee up a little, that thou may*ſt ſhey 
the World, that Heaven is not ſo ſorry a prefer 
ment, as that one ſhould hardly be perſwaded tq 
accept of ir, bat that it is indeed what the Scri 
ptures, Miniſters, and the Children of God { 
It is. O contradi& not your profeſlion, and le 
the wicked ſee, that you have got ſomething: 
an other World, and that your happineſs begin 
there, where theirs ends; You work hard, an 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wages, Ihope you will not ſay, that the 
Lord is a hard Maſter, and that his wages arc 
not worth the receiving. Let the wicked tremble 
and the enemies of God fear, and let the work 
ers of iniquity be afraid of their appearance be- 
fore their Judge, Bur let not the faithful ſubjes 
dread his King, the Wife her Husband, nor th 
Child his Father, I would fain argue my felt 
and others out of thoſe flaviſh. fears. Conſider 
firs, that now death hath loſt its ſting, and the 
Grave its bitterneſs, and a Saint (if be wil > 
| e 
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nor@he as careful in keeping his watch, as he ought) 
hYmay be able to ſpeak the ſame Language, as Paiil 
did. O Death where ts thy Sting, O Grave where 
as thy Vittory? x Cor, 15 55. And to meto live 
Yi Chriſt, and to dye is gain; Taeſire to be diſ- 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt, If Death were like 
0 make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, I 
ſhould then be far from blaming theſe thy fears, 
JI but I ſhould ratber wonder, that they are not a 
thouſand times greater. But me-thinks a Soul 
that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chrilt, 
ee har underſtands what he is worth, and that hath 
a ſome good reaſon to ſay, my beloved is mine, 
2nd I am his, methinks ( 7 ſay) ſuch a one ſhould 
er not defire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
protrated, Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
nothing to dye, bur life it ſelf would be as con- 
hderable an exerciſe of patience, as any thing 
inthe World; let me therefore again expoſtu- 
hte the caſe with thee, and do what I can to 
ſhake off thoſe unwarrantable fears. What is it 
that you are ſo much afraid of ? Is it of pains ? 
JW why, when you are dead, you will feel none, 
J they be the living which feel pains, and Ibe-. 
JT live there are few living, bur at one time or 0- 
ther feel as much pain as ſome do in their death 3 
and if their pains be acute, they are ltke to be 
ſhort ; and if they be not acute, they may be the 
moreeaſily born. Are you loath to leave your 
ie friends,I hope God's Saints andAngels are other- 
Ul pueſs friends than any you have here. You bave a 
' hc Houſe, and ſweet conveniences, alas, tis but 
ea Hog-{ty, or a Danghil, if compared with Hea- 
. ven, But how lhall I do for my Children. ? what 
will 
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21d are thy fins and carnal Companions mor 
lovely than Chriſt ! If the caſe be ſo, then #h 
doſt thou talk of believing ? Is this your faith 
the truth of it is, if this be thy caſe, thou ha; 
no great reaſon to be over deſirous of leavin 
this World ; for I perceive thou haſt built thy 
Houſe here, and doſt not take Heaven for th 
Reſt; but in caſe of abſolute neceſlity, tho 
thinkeſt it a more tolerable place than Hell ani 
Torments. But thou art not the Perſon, that 
have now to do with, 1 ſhall fpeak a words 
two to ſuch by and by : my errant it is to thee 
O praying and believing Saint, I would fi 
hearten thee up a little, that thou may*lt ſhey 
the World, that Heaven is not ſo ſorry a prefer 
ment, as that one ſhould hardly be perſwaded 
accept of it, bnt that it is indeed what the Scri 
ptures, Miniſters, and the Children of God 
It is. O contradi& not your profeſlion, and le 
the wicked ſee, that you have got ſomethingi 
an other World, and that your happineſs begin 
there, where theirs ends: You work hard, an 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wapes, Ihope you will not ſay that the 
Lord is a hard Maſter, and that his wages are 
not worth the receiving. Let the wicked tremble 
and the enemies of God fear, and let the work 
ers of iniquity be afraid of their appearance be- 
fore their Judge, Bur ler not the faithful ſubje6 
dread his King, the Wife her Husband, nor the 
Child his Father, I would fain argue my felt 
and others out of thoſe ſlaviſh. fears. Conſider 
firs, that now death hath loſt its ſting, and tle 


Graye its bitterneſs, and a Saint (if he will - 
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nor@he as careful in keeping his watch, as he ought) 
”bYmay be able to ſpeak the ſame Language, as Pail 
th Mid. O Death where is thy Sting, O Grave where 
balYic thy Victory ? x Cor, 15 55. And to me to live 

Yi Chriſt, and to dye is gain; T deſire to be diſ- 
W olved and to be with Chriſt, If Death were like 
0 make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, I 
ſhould then be far from blaming theſe thy fears, 
Ybut I ſhould ratber wonder, that they are not a 
thouſand times greater. But me-thinks a Soul 
that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chriſt, 
that underſtands what he is worth, and that hath 
ſome good reaſon to ſay, my beloved is mine, 
2nd I am his, methinks ( 7 ſay) ſuch a one ſhould 
er not defire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
protrated, Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
nothing to dye, bur life it ſelf would be as con-- 
lderable an exerciſe of patience, as any thing 
inthe World; let me therefore again expoſtu- 
hte the caſe with thee, and do what I can to 
ſhake off thoſe unwarrantable fears. What is it 
"0 that you are ſo much afraid of ? Is it of pains ? 
JA why, when you are dead, you will feel none, 
"og they be the living which feel pains, and Ibe- 
J lieve there are few living, but at one time or 0- 
ther feel as much pain as ſome do in their death 3 
and if their pains be acute, they are like-to be 
'© ſhort; and if they be not acute, they may be the 
moreeaſily born. Are you loath to leave your 
J iriends,I hope God's Saints andAngels are other- 
gueſs friends than any you have here. You bavea 
Hy hc Houſe, and ſweet conveniences, alas, 'tis but 
FJ a Hog-fty, or a Danghil, if compared with Hea- 
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will become of them, when I am dead and gone ? 
Why do you make nothing of God's promile ? 
Is not he a Father to the Fatherlefs ? Ard is i 
not his command, that we ſhould leave our Fa. 
therleſs Children with him ? Can" God take x; 
go0d care of them as you ? O, but the Grave 
is a dolefu] place, and who can think with any 
comfort of being nail'd up in a Coffin, and co. 
vered over with Earth, and of rotting under 
ground? Why Man, is the Reſurrection ng 
comfort to thee ? if there were no ſuch thing, 
this arguing were the more excuſable 5 why 
are youl pray, that you ſhould be priviledged 
above all the Kings and Monarcks ſince the be» 
ginning of the World ? which of them have ſe- 
cured themſelves from the power of Death ! 
which of them could retain their breath a mo- 
ment, when Death had received his Commiſſion 
ro {top it ? Are you better than Abraham, Tſazc, 
and acob, did not Davidſee corruption, and the 
Fathers! where are they ? nay,did not Chriſt die, 
and dye ſo bitter a death, as 1 believe never any 
from the foundation of the world ever did ? Mult 
God make thee the third that muſt be ſingled 
out from Man- kind, to be tranflated to Glory ? 
do you walk as Enock and Elias did ? and if you 
do, I know you would then be fo bumble, not 
to expe this prerogative; and ſo full of love 
ro God, as to be contented to die, if it were 4 
bundred deaths, fo you might bur enjoy him for 
ever: And what fay you now ? is there not 2 
root of unbelif at the botrom? is there not 
fomerhing of Atheiſm in this ? hath not the 
wor!d a prevailing intereſt in your + 
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do you think you have not had time enough yet 
to fin ? would you. fain difpleaſe God a little 
more ? do you imagine that you have not ſuſfi- 
ciently abuſed his goodneſs ? if nor, what is the 
mater ? Q, I want Affurance ! did I but know 
that 1 am indeed reconciled tro God, then, O 
then I could die as willingly as fleep ! The truth 
of it is, there can be no other reaſon that can 
bear any great weight, except this, and a defire 
to glorihe God more in bringing in ſouls to 
him. As for this latter, I] wave itz few of my 
hearers being ſo much concerned in that, as Mi- 
niſters arez butas for the former, I would upon 
this account put you upon the molt ſpeedy and 
ſerious diligence in this work. | believe the 
Apoſtle had ſome reaſon on his fide, when he 
did ſo earneſtly perſwade the People of God to 
uſe all diligence to make their Calling and Ele- 
(tion ſure, and to work out their own fatvation 
with fear and trembling. Why then, ſhould not 
every Chriſtian without delay fer upon this ? 
And then the next news we ſhould hear, would 
be, Come Lord Jeſus, why are the Chariot 
wheels ſo long a coming ? O that I might bur 
come to eternal life, though thorough the val- 
ley of the ſhadow of-death ! Tis our trifling with 
God that makes the thoughts of our appearing 
before him to be ſo dreadful, Our formality, 
deadneſs and coldnefs, our wordly mindednels 
and Jazineſs, doth us a world of injury. This, 
this diſturbeth our peace, this {trengthens Satan 
and blurs our evidences, and makes us go de- 
{ponding into another world : and ihis brings 
me to the next Ule, 
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| Uſe I. 

Is it ſo that they are bleſſed that die in the 
Lord, cc. be hence, exhorted, to live fo as that 
you may die in the Lord, Will you take fo much 
pains for a little gains in this life; and will you 
take none at all for eternal blefiing.? How ma- 
ny hazardous voyages have ſome of you made to 
Giunee, and the Eaſt. Indies, to get Gold and 
Spices ? how many terrible ſtorms have you been 
in, and what inconceivable hazards have you run, 
that you might enjoy your ſelves in age, and have 
ſomething to carry you comfortably and decent. 
ly to your graves ? O why ſhould you not be as 
ſolicirous in your ſoul concerns ? Remember my 
dear friends, that you are bound for another 
world, and you muſt ere long fail into'the O- 
cean of Eternity, Conlider what your lading 
is, and whether it will return to any account 
when you come home to your great Owner, Me 
thinks you of all Men ſhould think Grace the 
beſt commodity, and Chriſtianity the beſt trade; 
and the ſecuring of everlaſting happineſs, the 
greateſt. wiſdom. How can you live within 2 
few inches of death, and look the King of ter- 
rours in the face every day, without ſome .well- 
I evidences of your intereſt in God's 
ove? Owho would not labour to get ont of 
danger ? Who would not think it a bleſſed e- 
ſtate to be beyond fears * Who can take 1t to 
be an unnecef{ary work to ſecure a ſoul ? Is not 
this the one thing needful ? what ſhould a Man 
ger, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and Joſe 
his own ſoul ? and what ſhall a man give in cx- 
change for his ſoul ? But you profeſlors, ow 

All. 
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made People to believe that Religion was an 
exccilent thing, and he juſtihed witdum, and wss 
able to ſay her ways were pleaſantne!s, and her 
paihs peace, 

12, He wasa yery £ood Husband of time, 
one would wonder,how one could rol} over ſuch 
a deal of buſineſs as he did, not in the lealt neg- 
ling his Maſters affairs, and yet that he ſhould 
write ſuch packets of Letters, and pen ſo many 
Meditations, and be ſo very helpful ro his Bre- 
taren the young Men : How many Books did 
he read over, and read them to the purpoſe, fo 
2s tO make them his own, ſome of them five or 
ſix times over; and if he had no company to dif- 
courſe with, when he went abroad, he looks o'r 
into his Pocket Book, which was called, Making 
Religion ones buſineſs, 

13. He had a ftrong affeion for the faith- 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, and was concerned when 
the Cloud began to threaten them, that he inga- 
ged all the Prayers he could for them, that the 
Lor& would blow over this ftorm, and I am rea» 
dy to think, that this might haſten his end, 

14, He was greatly atraid of ſpiritual pride , 
to this end, he delired me to keep a watch over 
him, and beſeeched me to dilcover it to him, 
when Idid at any time diſcern the actings of it ; 
but though he had great parts and gifts above 
his age, yet the ſence of former ſins, and his cu- 
rious obſervance of his heart, and the ſence of 
ſree grace, kept him very low, 

15, He ſeemed to be poſſeſſed with the 
thoughts of death and Eternity. He had a ſtrong 
impreflion upon his ſpirit, of the necracts of Ins 
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en {or about half a year before he dyel, And, 
16, He was muctii above the fears of Death, 
and trom a deep ſence of the reality of invilibles, 
and his propriety in them ; he thought long for 
poſſeſſion ; and he could fay, 1 dehire to be dil- 
ſolved, and ro he with Jeſus. 

On the Lords Day before he dyed, he was in 
an extaſie of comfort, ard felt what thoſe joyes 
(unſpeakable in believing ) meant, in former 
times be had great manifeſtations of Gods love, 
but never any broke into his ſoul with ſuch po- 
wer, and clear evidence as then; he had as it 
were a proſpeR of glory, and ſome foretaſltes of 
that happineſs that was prepared for him betore 
the foundations of che World 3 and O how did 
his heart even leap within him, to think that 
within a little while he ſhould fully and eter- 
nally enjoy, what he now had a little glympſe 
of. a 

Upon Murnaay T went to viſit him, and found 
him ina very 1we:t frame,ſfo taken up with Hea- 
ven, that he did even wonder at himſelf, Iam 
(faith he) ſo overcome with the love of Chriſt 
and rhe glory of Heaven, that all manner of 
fear is hid from ming eves,and I cannot fo much 
as think of H:Hz orif1do, it is with joy that 
there 1+ no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus : hut whar do you think of theſe 
things, 15 it poſitble that they ſhould be deluſi- 
ons 3 O ©r, I beleech you he faithful ro my foul, 
and tell ine, as you will anſwer it at the Barr of 
Go, what you judge of my (tate ; I would not 
for » Worid be row in a fools Paradicez and 
then he rold me ls experiences, and intreated 
me 
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me to ſearch and try him, and again, and again, 
he expreſſcd his great joy under the apprehenſi- 
ons of death, and that glorious Erernity that he 
was paſling into; *I deſired earneſtly to diſ- 
courſe with you (ſaid he) vecauſe | expeR to 
© loſe the uſe of my reajon, and am not like to 
© be capable of ſpeaking my mind to you here- 
*afrer, and then he intrexted me to give him, a 
* Funeral Sermon : And all this he ſpoke with 
as much cheerfulneſs as can well be imagined, 
ſpeaking of death as the moſt deſirable \ ; 
*O, faith he, that I were but ten times ſicker, 
[long to die, Tam ill; but I would be ill to 
' gb O dear Jeſus, I long to be with 
* thee. 

Upon Tueſday, his diſtemper grew much up- 
on him, and began a little at times to impair his 
intellectuals, _ yet by fits he would ſpeak ex- 
cellently of the things of God ; being asked 
whether he was willing to die, he anſwered, 
* That Eternity was too little for him to praiſe 
©God in for his rich mercy to ſuch a poor crea- 
©ture as he was, that the Lord ſhould prepare 
* ſuch an inheritance amongſt the Saints in glo- 
'ry for him, and thet his life was hid with Chriſt, 
© and that when Chriſt, whe was his life, ſhould 
© 2ppear, he alſo ſhould appear with him in glo- 
Fry : This morning he prayed for, and exhorred 
thoſe that were in the Family, to prepare to 
meet him in glory. 

Upon Wedneſday, when he had any intermiſ- 
fions, he broke out into ſuch expreffions as 
theſe. *Dear Jeſus, what art thou doing, pre- 
* paring Manſions for me? Iam coming tweet 
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© Teſus, I am coming, — It is but a little 
«while, a little thread, and when that is cur, I 
* ſhall be.ſafe in glory. Being very ill, he ſaid 
© What ifT ſhoulg live two hours, or wwo days, 
© what is that to a glorious Eternity ? Death, 
© what is it but a Porter to open Heaven-Gate 
© for me 7 What is all the World compared 
*to thac Crown which I ſhall receive ? 
Being asked how he did, he anſwered very well; 
one itanding by (aid, no, you are very ill; here- 
plyed, *I know Tam very fick, but 1 fay I am 
well, becauſe I am as God would have me be, 
When | came to him in the afternoon, 1 found 
him exceeding ill, and betraying ſome weaknels 
12 his intelleuals, and his diſcourfe beings very 
impertinent ; I faid ro him, your language was 
wont to be ſpiritual, but now you forget your 
ſelf; *Ir is true Sir, faid he, but you know what 
© the condition of my body now is, bleſſed be 
© God the root of matter is in me.. After this, he 
was very {till and quiet whil{t I read to him, and 
ſeemed to be much pleaſed at the reading of the 
fiity fourth, and hity fifth of 1/azan, and gavea 
very rational account of any fpiritual quelition 
that was put/to him, and very dcfirous that [ 
ſhould pray with hira, 

Upon Thur {day, becauſe of extraordinary bu- 
lineſs of my own, 1 could not be preſent with 
him, 

Upon F; y4:y, he was taken ſpeechleſs for ma- 
ny hours togcther, but according to our Prayers, 
at laſt he recovered the uſe of his reaſon more 
than before, and could ſpeak that we might well 


underſtand him ; then 1 azKked him how did, 
| he 
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he anſwered me, Still alive-—— After a conſider- 
able panie, he cryed out, Gracious Father,thy will, 
be done, Then I opened ſeveral Scriptures to him, 
which ſpeak the blefled ſtare of Saints in ano- 
ther World, and when I asked him whether he 
did underſtand me ; He anſwered, Yes, Yes, and 
wept ſeveral times for joy, Now the Symproms 
of death approaching come upon him, ſcarce any 
pulſe, and a dying ſweat, and the laſt words that 
Il heard him ſpeak, were Glory, Glory —<After 
that, be continued in very great Agonies,and his 
pangs were (trons, till about 11 of the Clock, 
then he ſlzpt in Jeſus : being exceedingly 1a- 
mented by the young Men of his Society, many 
of which were about him. 
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An Accomnyt of God's Deal- 


vgs with chis young man,betore 

2d at his Converſion,with ſome 
Kemarks upon the {ame;as it was 
Delivered ro me under his own 
hand( afrer I had diſcourſed with 
him) by way of Dialogue be- 
tween a Miniſter and himſclt. 


'Hat ought to be the 
great care and duty of 
A every prefeſſing Chri- 
{tian in theſe our days? 
Convert, Pray What 
may be the Reaſon of 


A « JJ = A, 


this your Qu<zſtion ? 

Min, I have verv many Reaſons, bur one is 
this, Becauſe it is daily ſeen that very many, 
who have made great protcflion of Religion, 
and are acounted amonglt the wiſe Virgins, 
fall away, which is very ſad to conſider ; and I, 
fear that the Reaſon is, becauſe there is nor 
that care taken about the ſtate of their Souls 
F 4 which 


(8) 
which there ought to be, now Ipray yon anſ(- 
ſwver me my Queſtion, vs, What ought, &c. 

Conv, With reſpect to to the former, Ic ought 
to be every Chriſtians great care to examine 
himſelf whether he be in the ſtate of grace or 
ro, and which way the Lord was pleaſed to 
bring himinto that blefſed condition ; fith it is 
ro be feared, che want of this is the great and 
chief cauſe of Mans apoſtaſte from Religion ; 
for had he ever been truly wrought upon by the 
ſpirit of God, had his convinQons (which more 
or Jeſs all have had) turned to a true converſion, 
and had his pangs of ſortow for ſin, but brought 
forth reg nerat.on, then ſurely he would have 
been in ſuch an eſtate, from which all the man- 
lice of the powers of darkneſs could nor 'have 
drawn him. | 

Min. The Anſwer doth ſomewhat favour of 
goodneſs, and that you underitand with your 
heart, what you expreſs with the rongue 3 con- 
verſion or regeneration is a mighty work, and 
on whomſoever it is truly wrought, that Perſon 
can ſay ſomewhat more or le{s concerning the 
nature of ir, and how it was wrought in his foul 
if the Lord hath in any meaſure revealed him- 
ſelf ro you in this way, let me increat you (both 
for your own ſouis good, and perhaps other 
ſouls good, bur chiefly that the Lord may there- 
by be glorified) to let me know the rime and 
manner of his drawing rouro himſelf, by his 
unſpeakable love and mercy ! 

Conv, Oh: Blefſed be God that he bath 0- 
penced the heart of his {aichfvul Miniſter -ro de- 
wand ſuch a matter of ſuch a poor wretch as 

| am 3 


cn * 

;m 3 Oh what am T that I ſhould be examined, 
inſtruRted and confirmed, about the matters of 
my erernal, precious, and never-dying ſoul ? Oh 
thar the Lord would ſo enable me in this grear 
work, that T ray not be found; to lye againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, by adding to, or dimizthing 
from what IT have found ; but that Tmay have 
my heart and.conſ{cience witneſling within me, 
that theſe folloFFins things are (o indeed. 

Min. Tam glad to hear what you have ſaid, 
ind the Lord bring all things concerning our 
reſent work into your remembrance, that his 
Name may be glorified, and your Soul much 
comforted ; and to this end it will be requiſice 
to demand of you, What condition are you in 
by nature ? 

Conv, O Sir, a rebel tomy God, allave to 
ny luſt, a prodigal to my Father, an alien from 
the Common- Wealth of Iſrael ; In ſhort, had I 
tyed in my natural ſtate; I had been erernally 
vilzrable, Fohn3. 3. except, &c. 

A1in, How long did you continue in that de- 

lorable condition ? 
Cenv.. Oh roo too long, but yet bleſſed be 
od, and admired be free Grace, that it was no 
onger, it was as neer as can gueſs eighteen 
fears and a few days, when the Lord did incline 
y heart in good earneſt ro ſeek the things of 
5 everlaſting peace, 

Min, Well, and how then did the Lord be- 
in with you; were your eyes never opened 
0 lee your loſt undone condition before that 
ime { 

Conv, Oh yes, when I was twelve or thir- 
: reen 
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teen years of age, the Lord diſcovered my con. 
dition ſo much to me, that I did then firmly be. hg, 
lieve, all that did ſerve the Lord were in a very 
bleſſed and happy eſtate, let what come as could 
come thcy were happy; and I.kewiſe, that if ] 
ſhould then have 4ved. I ſhould have been eter- 
nally miſeratle, aaving : 0 hopes 'n Chriſt 1; nei. 
ther did i fn ifbat condition rxpitt ary bentirfly. 
by him; arid as] veiy weli remember, t'e Lord 
made the thoughts of death ſo terrible, that 
could not endure to think of it, but ver « came 
ſo nuch in my mind, and did fo reriifto ne, that 
I cannot expreſs huw I did dread to think of it, i 
bur this worked nothing in me : but ( Oh with 
horrour and amazement be it ſpoken) 1 was 
willing then to go to Hel], and did rejoyceinþ 
that I could quell my gripes of Conſcience, by 
thinking "that I ſhould be as wel) ableto endur 
the flames of Hell, and the frowns of an angry 
God, as any of them all, and that I ſhould have... 
company enough there; and ſo did rejoyce, bei; 
canſe 1 was willing to be damned, willing to he 
damned ; how,whar did I ſay ? but ſurely, I ws 
not ; Oh my Soul, how can it be * make an. 
ſwer; wasitſo? Yes, and was I : Oh was] in- 
deed willing to be damned ? oh the height, andjſſ6; 
length, and bredth, and depth of che love, and 

oodneſs, and long ſuffering patience of an of- 

ended and highly provoked God, that I rſh 
not then thrown into Hell indeed ; but that þ 
ſhould ſuffer ſuch ſtabble as I was ro be in hi 
ſight, and that the Fire of bis Jealouſie had notigg 
conſumed me as in a moment, bur {till I went or 
in fin, as if I would not have let God alone til 
he had damned me, Mis. 
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Min. By what you have ſaid, I perceive ihen 
- jou were throughly convinced of the neceffiry 
ry Hof holineſs, and of leaving your (ins, and ſer- 
ld Bring the Lord , and that there muſt be Regene- 
t | Fration wrought in you, before Glorification 
7- Frould be hoped for by you ; but ſurely being 
onvinced of the blefſed condition of the god- 
ly, you could not but ſom*rimes wiſh your ſelf 
In their condition , how did you carry your ſelf 
nder this, did you reſolve that you would ne- 
er be as they were ? 

Conv, Truly, many times I would have been 
vad ro have been in thir condition, but I was 
dglued ro the world, and my fins, that I could 
ot endure to think of leaving them, yet (to my 
eſt remembrance) I never reſolved, that if I 
hould live never fo long, 1 would not repent; 
t that after Thad gotten a great eſtate in the 
orld, and was grown old, and were as it were 
incapable of taking any more delight in theſe 
tings below, that then I would have ſer our 
owards Heaven : and oh 7 cannot but think 
and I defire with fear and trembling to think 
N-What a loathſome Sacrifice / ſhould then have 
"Ween, even ſtunk in God's Noſtrils, when I had 
ven the marrow, and fatneſs and ſtrength of 
ny body to the Devil; then 7 ſhould bave bad 
*FWult eauſe to fear the Lord would have buryed 
ne our of his ſightz Oh I ſay, Tſtaid in the 
eWevils ſervice ſo long, that I ſmelc fo of Fire 
nd Brimſtone, 7 mean of Sin, that had not the 
10Wody of a Crucified Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, as 
Th Vail, ſtood between the Juſtice of God, and 


USny guilty Sou), certainly he would ſoon have 
hs drawn 
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drawn out a bill of inditment againſt me, and 
have ſent me away with a Go ye Curſed. 

Ain. By what you have ſaid, I perceive you (( 
lay under ConviQtions for about Six Years, with; 
very little grief or ſorrow for fin, but although 
you knew what you were to do, yet you did; 
not do what you did know : I will ask you bu; 
one queſtion more, before I come to the chit; 
point 1n hand, and thar is this; What duties youW,; 
engaged in to this time, and how you carried; 
your ſelf under them ? "n 

Conv. Now, even now, I begin to revolW,; 
from my promiſe, but that I might (if poitible M6; 
debaſe my ſelf below the vileſt Creature in theWyj, 
World, 1 will declare ſomething, and enough, MG: 
ro make your very Hair to ſtand an endl , and obMiir 
| that theLord would now make me fo refletW,n; 
wrpon my felf, that I may abhor my wretchedMjo! 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes ! for COh Lord) it thr 
will not, what will 2 for the greater part of thahef 
ſix years I lived without Prayer and ReadingMhz, 
the Scripture, but ſeldom mifled hearing, by rex-Wrey 
fon of my civil education ; and as to PrayerWef 

but why ſhould I call it fo) fcarce ever ddl, r 
defi that the Lord ſhould hear me, nay, IdilY{glc 
often in my heart delire to the contrary z nayſer: 
more, when [ have been upon my Knees, andEpict 
my Conſcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray-was 
er,] have ſuddenly received and inward motion 
to this effet, that God at that time was a mind- 
ing other affairs, 'and that then I might to Bed, 
and He not mind me; at which motion I did,per 
and ſo lefr off for that time, and at all times, dot! 
performed them again{t my will ; Oh _ 
© : 1J1Þ% 
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Blaſphemy ! what, not God ſee; Oh it was 2 
wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then have 
-ndured to ſee me any longer out of Hell - 
{Oh infinite patience) 25 for reading, I got 
bjicle good by it, and deſired to get leſs; and as 
Mor bearing, I muſt confeſs that thoſe Arrows 
4 hot ar 4 venture, God did cauſe them ſo many 
uM times ro hit, Yea, and pierce too, that it buſied 
#Ml}oth me, and the Devil, to get them out again, 
of :cd ro heal the wound ; but uſually 1 fixed my 
dM niad upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that I ſeldome let 
iny ſentence (ink t00 deep into my heartz Yeay 
IM once the Devil and my own wicked heart did ſo 
Mfr prevail, that I was fully reſolved, and in 
beWolain, but damnable terms, I did even curſe 
h,MGod, and as it were bid defiance to all his Or- 
obMltioances, and did reJoyce that I bad my rougue 
Mind conſcience ſo much at command ; (Oh, and 
xdMiow can I hold my Pen t0 write this! where- 
tisfMfore do 1 not fall down, and become nothing 
hatWbefore the Lord of Glory, againſt whom thus 1 
ingMhave blaſphemed ; but truly 1 would not have 
er revealed this, bad I not ſuch 2 place as the 12. 
yerBlof Mathew, and the 31 Verſe, to make to for 
id z refuge. } After this 1 was wont t0 put that 
dilfolemn Ordinance of Prayer tO do' the ;ſaddeſt 
naylfervice in zbe world; and -bar frequently, (O 
andYnitty, vine it had ſuch a cruel Maſter) and that 
ay-Ywas, 1 uſed it not to help me to deltroy (in, bur 
tionBmade it a greater cauſe and means of my f{in- 
ind-Yning 3 for 1 had got the damnable *Art (as they 
Ped, ay, the Papilts have at this day, Only 1 did not 
did,Flper ſo much by it 3s their Father Confeffors 
mesdoth) that if I bad ſaid but two or three (1ort 
rible Clu*- 
a(p! 
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drawn out a bill of indiAtment againſt me, and 
have ſent me away with a Go ye Curſed, 

Min. By what you have ſaid, I perceive you 
lay under Convictions for about Six Years, with 
very little grief or ſorrow for fin, but although 
yoa knew what you were to do, yet you did 
not do what you did know : I will ask you but 
one queſtion more, before I come to the chief 
point in hand, and thar is this ; What duties yon 
engaged in to this time, and how you carried 
your ſelf under them ? 

Conv, Now, even now, I begin to revolt 
from my promiſe, but that I might (if poſſible) 
debaſe my ſelf below the vileſt Creature in the 
World, 1 will declare ſomething, and enough, 
ro make your very Hair to ſtand an ent , and 0h 

\ that theLord would now make me fo refle& 
upon my felt, that I may abhor my wretched 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes! for COh Lord) if thi 
will not, what will ? for the greater part of that 
ſix years I lived without Prayer and Reading 
the Scripture, but ſeldom mifled hearing, by re- 
fon of my civil education; and as to Prayer 
( but why ſhould I call it fo) fcarce ever did! 

efire that the Lord ſhou!d hear me, nay, Idid 
often in my heart delire to the contrary ; nay 
more, when [ have been upon my Knees, and 
my Conſcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray- 
er,] have ſuddenly received and inward motion 
ro this effet, that God at that time was a mind- 
ing other affairs, and that then I might ro Bed,ſfy, 
and He not mind me; at which motion I did, get 
and ſo lefr off for that time, and art all times! 


performed them againit my will ; Oh __ 
—— Bialp 
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Blaſphemy ! what, not God ſee; Oh it was a 
wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then have 
endured to ſee me any longer out of Hell - 
youRſOh infinite patience) as for reading, I got 
vi ltle good by ir, and deſired to get leſs; and as 
u2"Ffor hearing, I muſt confeſs that thoſe Arrows 
ad ſhot at 4 venture, God did cauſe them ſo many 
but times tO hit, yea, avd pierce too, that it buſied 
vieWborh me, and the Devi), to get them our again, 
YOU 2nd to heal the wound ; but uſually I fixed my 
dF miad upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that I ſeldome ler 
any ſentence fink too deep into my heart; yea, 
"00 once the Devil and my own wicked heart did ſo 
le) Wer prevail, that I was fully reſolved, and in 
weFolain, but damnable terms, I did even curſe 
9", God, and as it were bid defiance 'to all his Or- 
dinances, and did rejoyce that I had my rougue 
ind conſcience ſo much at command ; (Oh, and 
how can I hold my Pen ro write this ! where- 
fore do I not fall down, and become nothing 
defore the Lord of Glory, againſt whom thus T 
hive blaſphemed ; but truly I would not have 
"Wrevealed this, bad I not ſuch a place as the 12. 
'e of Mathew, and the 31 Verſe, to make to for 
dl z refuge. } After this I was wont to put that 
lilYfolemn Ordinance of Prayer to do the ;ſaddeſt 
a Fervice in the world; and thar frequently, (O 
odFvitty, pitty it had ſuch a' cruel Maſter) and that 
Y-Yvas, I uſed it not to help me to deſtroy lin, bur 
onEmade it a greater cauſe and means -of my fin- 
id-Fring ; for 1 had got the damnable *Art (as they 
ed Foy, the Papiſts have at this day, only I did not 
deer ſo much by it as their Father Confeffors 
es, Fdoth) that if I had ſaid but two or three ſhort 
7 Ej-cu- 
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Ejaculations, not with half the devotion that 
a Pater noſter is ſaid; yea, 1 ſay, Thad got that 
curſed Art to reſiſt all gripes of Conſcience, 
and to fin freely for a Moneth or more; and 
when Conſcience would let me alone no long- 
er,then to Prayer again, Oh Adamantine heart, 
or rather ſtone, that 'canſt hold out to write 
theſe things, and not to quake and tremble !And 
now, De his quid dicam ? theſeare the Peccats 
peccatorum;but what, is that ſuul iN. alive that 
bath done theſe things ? what, ſhall a poor worm 
curſe God, and not die ? what, blaſpheme the 
Ordinances of the Almighty, and {till live ? fare 
the Jealouſie of a Holy God will not ſuffer ſuch 
a wretch to be in his ſight : But tell mezis this 
Man alive ? or hath the Earth ſwallowed hin 
up ? or the flames of Hell caught hold of him? 
certanly had he thus offended his fellow-worms, 
they could not bave born it; and can I think 
that God will ſuffer ſuch a Man, f nay rather De- 
vil incarnated, to live in his fight ? O my ſoul, 
make anſwer ; what alive ? yes, yes, but how is 
he ? hath he not his conſcience ſeared ? and iz 
not his condemnation ſealed within himſelf? 
and what, doth he not look with horrour and - 
mazement for the great Day of the Lord ? No, 
my hopes are to the contrary : Nay, I hope, 
and not without cauſe, that him hath: che Lord 
ſet apart for himſelf, and to his poor ſoul hath 
he ſhewed ſuch mercies, that it will make all that 
hear of it re admire, and to ſay, What is man 
that thou ſhouldeſt be mindful of him ? but that 
the Lord ſhou}d pitty ſuch a loathſome Crea- 


ture as this, and ſhould ſay to ſuch a vile - 
ther 
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then wallowing in its blood, live; Oh come, 
come unto me all ye that fear the Lord ; O come 
unto me, and | willtc}] you what he hath done 
for my ſoul ; he that is Mighty hath done fos 
me great things, yea almoſt incredible things, 
and Holy is his Name, 

Min, Well (poor foul) I will no longer de- 
tain thee concerning theſe things, but now ,you 
having given me a very doleful account of your 
long conviRtions, yet ſtill lying bound with the 
chains of ſing and under the command of Satan, 
which doubtleſs had it gone no farther, but you 
had ended your life before the Lord had turned 
your convictions into converſion, it would have 
proved ſuch a worm, that would to all Eternity 
bave gnawed thy conſcience, ſo that the pains 
would have been intollerablez but (bleſſed be 
God) I am in great hopes to hear that from 
you, Which will pur me our of fear, and give 
me cauſe ro admire the goodneſs and power of 
God : Be very careful ro keep your hearr from 
pride, and not to attribute any thing to your 
own goodneſs, but ro admire the grace of God, 
and give glory to him, and him alone. 

Conv: Oh (dear friend) for fo I will call you, 
and all that gives me counſe] about the good 
of my never - dying ſoul,I am glad that the Lord 
bath put chis into your heart, and 1 do beg 
your Prayers to God, that he would Kill ham- 
dle me more and more ; for I am ſure pride is a 
weed that will grow in the belt Garden, much 
more i2 mine, which is a barren, yer weedy ſoil; 


oFbuit have nor done with all my ſoul-abaſing 
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” when you have heard all 
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(which I through the grace of God am to de. 


clare unto you) you will then ſay, I have more 
cauſe to be humbled then ever ; therefore pride ſy 
being ſuch an Enemy, I will earneſtly requelt © 8 
you, that when, you hear me ſay any thing which th 
doth favour of my own good, and not purely le 
of God's Glory, that you would reprove me Ih 
and make me clear my meaning 1o.you, 'T- 
Ain. I have {till more cauſe to bleſs God for T1 
yOu, in that you do ſo much ſuſpe&t your own of 
heart, which is deſperately wicked ,and deceir- I * 
ful; And now to our preſent purpoſe; what T1 
reaſon have you to think, that your converſion th 
was more eftcually begun to be wrought up. 
on you, when you was about eighteen years of to 
Age. lg 
Conv, Oh, I have great cauſe to think fo; fri 
for then the Lord: was pleaſed ro work ſuch a5 M2 
work in me, that had it been told me before, ! old 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. | al 
Min. And now, what do you think to be the ſc 
firt cauſe that moved you to ſet your face Sion- WW ** 
ward ? 6 
Conv. About two Moneths before, I ſaw the lan 
ſinfulneſs of (in, even then when I was to every adr 
good word and work a Reprobate, and did deny 7" 
no ſin, becauſe it was fin, although 1 might out felt 
of ſome ſelf ends, as to deny thett, whoredom, ſon 
Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like ; not that theſe in £v 
themſelves were ſo deteſtable to me, but for F*: 
fear of outward trouble I did not practiſe them neſs 
but beings engaged in a great fin, which was ga- (F'*< 
ming, which ſome may ſcruple, whether” it may F'”: 
bea ſin or no; butto me I am ſure it was the df 1 
| occaſi- Þ"d 
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occaſion of many great ſins, asto canſe me to 
ſwear and forſwear, and to lye, and cheat in 
great meaſure z and truly / think my heart at 
that time was ſo deſperately wicked, that doubt- 
leſs, had not an Almighty Power pittied me, / 
ſhould even have pawned my ſoul, for the ob- 
taining of what I then deſired ; then in a paſlion 
I made a preſumptuous vow, that 7 would leave 
off that ſport for one year 3 this was abour 
November, or December, which for a little time 
I kept : and now obſerve the great ſubrilty of 
the Devil in this particular, for no ſooner was 
it the firſt day of January, but preſently I was 
£M'old that my vow was out of date, and that- it 
ſignified nothing ; and they being my carnal 
friends that told me, I was willing ro make my 
conſcience ſubmit, ſo that / ſoon embraced my 
old port again, and did plainly lay my felf open 
tothe wrath of God for ſuch a great (in, yer 
Icould not ſo much charm my conſcience, bur ir 
would often accuſe me forir; but it was nor 
many weeks after, but IT engaged as deeply inthe 
> Mlame fin of gaming as before (and now bear and 
ry admire, for even now will appear ſuch love, as 
never any was ever ſenſible of, but ſuch as have 

felt it) having been at the loſing hand, the ſea- 
ſon of the Night calling me away, / kft off, bur 
much troubled ; and about five in the Morning I 
wakened, and then there was a pleaſant light. 
neſs upon my ſpirit, as if it bad been refreſhe1 
aiter great trouble; what this meant, / could 
ot rell, yer could not but take ſpecial notice 
he fit, that T who went ro Bed much diſſarisfied 
if. $0d preplexed, fhould, when LH lcem r0 
| J be 
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be ſo much comforted, and my leep for a little 
time departed from me, and certainly I had ſome 
deep thoughts, which now I cannot remember , 
but the reſult of them came to this, I did then 
engage my ſelf by a freſh vow, that the next 
mornings I would play fo, as to venture about 
two ſhillings, ard if T loſt that, then not to play 
any more tor fuci 2 ccriain time z and ro my bek 
remembrance, (for as I would nor add fo [ 
would nor diminiſh, and ſo rob God ot his glo- 
ry, and my poor ſoul of comfort) I did at that 
time lift up my heart to God (but with what af. WP4 
fection I cannot tell, | hope not without grea {4% 
ſame) to crave his aid, that I might be enabled MY 
to keep my great vow 3 and fo when the time MW! 
c2me that T was to venture my mony, which [0 
thought very long, with great chearfulneſs [ iho 
went to play, being very willing, and I chink, (ll 
defirous to loſe, which was ſoon accomplithed 9d 
according to my hopes 3 which when ir was end-}W'0 
ed, I cannot ſay what I thought, or how my 
heart worked , but as Tthink, that very Day my te | 
heart was fomewhat troubled by what follows; ter, 
for T having loſt a great part of that in which"'ur 
my teart ſo much delighted, and idolized as its tin 
God, and reſted in as its ultimate end, */ could/ 4m, 
rot find re{t in it as formerlyz and ſo beinggſPore 
much troubled, I went to peruſe ſome toyes tharſ#ll 
Thad by me, and among them, there was one/atte 
Jzwel, which the Lord was pleaſed to pur inroſMo n 
my hind, (which was a Book intituled, Ti ind ( 
Criumos of Comfort) the which, when 1 felr myg"c'r 
heart ſomewhat inclined to peruſe, 7 was muctiÞf th 
perpiexed within my felf, and could nor - anno 
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wonder what manner of falutation this ſhould 
be; and now T hope / have great cauſe to ac- 
knowledpe that the hand of God was in all this : 
But I will not on this account any ways turn 4- 
fide, but go on as my own heart and conſcience 
now witneſſeth to me, and 7 hope the Spirit of 
God likewiſe; and ſo very de<lirous I was to 
know the meaning of this dark providence, as 
then it appeared to me to be ; that more or leſs 
for two days together 7 often peruſed more of 
t {ihe Book 3 but my heart was little affected ro any 
particular thing, and yet 7 was troubled more 
 Faad more within me, and could find no reſt for 
4 ny poor foul; and in leſs than a Weeks rime, I 
e Mibink about the end of two or three Days, the 
Tere I read, I began ro have more deep 
1Miboughts, and heart-amazing conſiderations, 
hich began to make me exceedingly troubled, 
and much caſt down, about the {tate and condi- 
lion of my poor captive ſoul ; which, as I told 
jou before, was almoſt ſunk into the bottom ot 
the bottomleſs Sea of God's wrath, from which 
there is no redemption, with the weight of its 
nſupportable fins; And now what the chief 
:f{ictings of my ſoul were, I cannot tell ; but ſure 
114! am, that my trouble did increaſe yet more and 
nofinore, and hope it was for my fins; for | do 
fifcll remember, thar within very few Days, or 
\n'aber Hours after, the fence of my fins came 
amo my mind; and the fight of them was ſo clear, 
T4F$nd the number of them fo numberlels, and 
m{Þicir aggravations ſo-weighty, and the nature 
act them ſo deteltable, rhar what [ then iclr, 1 
bu$30n0t now pollibly _ where was I ? 
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certainly had I been ſurprized with the greateſt 
Enemies in the World, and my life in the preat- 
eſt danger, I could not have been more trou. 
bled; and had I been aflited with all the tor. 
tures that Man could have deviſed, I ſhould not 
have been more tormented z nay, / think if my 
deceitfull heart did not deceive me, that had 


beenin Hell amongſt thoſe infernal fiends, and] n 
had heard the yellings and howlings of thoſe] n 
damned wretches, I think I could not have been a 
much more affrighted 3 for then I did look upon *! 
my ſoul to be within a hairs breadth of Eternal { 
miſery, and oh the condition I ſaw my ſelf thenfff| u 
in, is unutterable ! had there not been an ever] p 
laſting arm of power and mercy underneath, IO tr 
ſhould undoubtedly have followed the ſteps ol c: 
Cain or Judas; but O blefled and admired bg ni 
Free Grace ! and why Me, Lord, why Me? OF el 
Love, Love, Love, even Love unſpeakable, ye p: 
Love unutterable ; and further, in this my trou] pc 
ble the Lord was ſo far pleaſed to pitty and it: 
ſhew mercy to my poor ſoul, that my ſoul ha 01 
not very long laboured under this inſupportag} di: 


ble burthen of her great and mighty fins, but YF an 
perceived a door of hope as it were unlatcheJ po 
and ſomewhat open; and that if I would bur iF th: 
g00d carneſt turn ro God, that yet it was no wt 
r00 late, and that there was hope in Tjrael conf by 
cerning this thing ; which conſideration did nog in 
a little comfort my -poor ſoul ; and then further he 
it pleaſed the Lord ro open my heart to viſit ani 
one, who I thought might do me much good ou 
and I judged bim fr ro be acquainted with my Co 
condition, in that I hoped hg feared the = bu 
| fly 
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(and by the way let me tel you, that 7 did at that 
time unſpeakably love all ſuch, even more than 
my own relations, with humility let it be ſpo- 
ken) and when 7 was with him, he joyfully re- 
ceived me, and declared unto me many comfor- 
cable things, which (through grace) did not a 
little raiſe my dejected ſpirit, and hethen lent 
me a Book, which the Lord at that time opened 
my heart ro ask for(which was Drex d Erernit.) 
and truly upon the peruſal of that Treatiſe, I 
think, nay / am ſure, the burden of my fins 
ſeemed to be renewed, and Tcannot expreſs that 
unſpeakable ſorrow which 7 then had in my 
poor ſoul, by reaſon of all its mighty fins; and 
truly I hope the mercy of God was not a little 
cauſe of my trouble, to think that 7 ſhould have 
none to offend and kick againſt, but thoſe bow- 
els, yea thoſe tender bowels gf pitty and com- 
paſſion, which had ſo long yearned over my 
poor ſoul, and had fo long ſhielded off the 
ſtroke of Juſtice, which was ſo long hanging 
over my provoking head ; and then, oh then / 
did unſpeakably deſire the pardon of my fins, 
and then did feel the burden of them ſo unſup- 
portablez that I did earneſtly beg of the Lord, 
that they might be laid upon the Lord Jeſus, 
who was able to bear them, and did endeavour 
by earneſt Prayers to obtain a ſmile from God 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt ; for out of Chriſt 
he was a terrible God, and a conſuming Fire, 
and ſo I forth-with reſolved to take up with all 
outward durties, as Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
Conferring with good Chriſtians; and 7 cannot 
but let you know, thaz the firſt Sermon T heard 
G 3 m 
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in this condition, was out of 1 T:m, 1.15. where 
It is ſaid, that Chrift came into the Wirld to ſave 
fenners, of whom I, not Paul only, but I, even 
I am chief, and ſo I went on through fear and 
trembling, and not without ſome Joy and hopes 
that the Lord who had begun a good work in 
me, would finiſh it in his good time z which God 
grant for Chriſt his ſake. 

Min, And is this which you have ſpoken, from 
your own experience, is it indeed, as I hope it 
is, then I canno longer forbear, but fay with 
good Zacharias, Blefled be the Lord God of 
Tſracl, who hath viſited and redeemed his Peo- 
ple, and amongſt them, thy poor ſoul ; and now 
I fay again, rake heed of ſpiritual pride, think 
very lowly of thy ſelf, and give glory to. God : 
And now (Dear Heart) give me leave, for the 
g00d of thy Erernal welfare, to examine thee of 
ſome things which thou haſt rouched upon in 
the laſt Diſcourſe, that ſo I may be aſſured, that 
that work which the Lord hath begun in thee, 
may prove as a Tree planted and rooted in thy 
renewed heart, by the Spirit of God, and nor 
of thine own ſetting : And for the accompli- 
ſhing of which weighty work, it will be conve- 
nient to enquire what fruit it hath fince born, 
for the Tree may be known by its fruit : There- 
fore in brief, what haſt thou found in thy heart 
concerning fin ? 

Conv, Sin | Truly I am not able now to ex- 
preſs that unſpeakable bitterneſs I then found 
in ir; Oh how did I hateit, and purſue it with 
the greateſt zeal and deteſtation poſſible; O 
how did my heart riſe at the very appearance of 
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of it! and truly, if it did not very greatly de- 
ceive me, IthinkI hatred it more than death it 
ſelf, and ſhould have choſen death, rather than 
wiltully committed the leaſt know fin; and if 
there had been no Hell, yet as I have often ſaid, 
fin ſhould have been my Hell, and holineſs my 
Heaven. 

Min, Tam glad to hear what thou haſt ſaid, 
but what (ins were they thou fo hated ? it may 
be they were great and dreadſul fins, as Blaſphe- 
my and Murder, &c, 'But what didſt thou think 
of heart ſins, and evil motions, which I am fure 
would much beſet thee ? 

Conv, Oh, if I knew my own heart, theſe 
were the greateſt Enemies that 7 had to encoun- 
terz theſe were they that (like unto ſo many 
Goliahs)bid defiance ro what Chriit had wrought 
in my poor ſoul, and did endeavour to retake 
the Fort-Royal of my heart, which the Lord 
was about to make a Temple for his glorious T- 
mage to dwell in ; and Oh bleſſed be Free Grace ! 
and let all chat here of this, {tand and admire, 
and give glory to God, 

Min, The Lord preſerve this bleſſed enmi- 
ty ſtill more and more in thy heart : and now 
tell me which way thou wenteſt about to engage 
againſt, and ſoto overcome theſe great Gols- 
abs, though commonly known by the name of 
peccadilloes ? 

Conv, Ol now, now you come very neer me, 
and this even pierces between the bone and 
marrow ; and the Lord, who is the ſearcher of 
hearts, and knoweth the thoughts and aRings 
of every ſoul, give me underſtanding in this 
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point, that 7 may ſay nothing, but what Ireally 
found in my own ſoul; Oh then I did perſume 
coo much upon my own Krength, and did nor 
lay them at the feer of Chriſt, whom then Tho- 
ped I rook for my Lord and King, and did not 
(as I fear ) wholly depend upen his Kingly Po» 
wer, which is to over-come and ſubdue all thoſe 
enemies which riſe up in the hearts of his Chil. 
dren, and make war againſt him, and would not 
that he ſhould rule over them; for ſurely had | 
thus done, he would not bave ſuffered them ſo 
often to aſſault me, and even ſometimes over- 
come me, as I ſhall (God willing) make clear 
to you by and by, 

_ eHMimn, Still IT have preat cauſe to admire the 
goodneſs of God to thy poor ſoul, in that he 
bath been pleaſed now to open thy eyes co ſee 
this thy great miſtake, which doubtleſs had not 
the Lord in time revealed it to thee, it would 
have proved a ſore evil, and it may be thou 
mighteſt not have ſeen it before it had been roo 
Jatez and now tell me which way thou wenteſt 
about co deſtroy thy fins, ſeeing thou waſt ig- 
norant in great meaſure in applying the death 
of Chriſt to kill them ? 

Conv. The chiefeſt inſtruments that I uſed 
in this work,was Prayer, and ſometimes Faſting, 
which I'found very powerful to batter down 
the ſtrong holds of Satan in my poor ſoul ; for 
which doubtleſs I was not to be blamed, if ſo be 
thatI bad uſed them only as a means to have 
raiſed up my heart to Chriſt, 6 ſo as they were 
appointed of God to be the way and meafis 
whereby I might have recourſe to him, _ A- 
/ ; one 
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lone is able for ſo great a work ; but woe to my 
ignorant and proud heart, that would not to- 
rally ſubmit ro God, but idolized Prayer, and 
Repentance, and Faſting, as if theſe had been 
the Captains of the Souls Salvation, whereas 
they are but empty in themſelves, and nothing 
worth, no more than as ;hey lead me to Chriſt, 
who alone is the Captain and horn of my Sal- 
vation ? 

Min, And now Tthink it will not be amiſs 
tolet me hear how you carried your ſelf inthe 
oreat duty of Prayer, and how ſuon you entred 
upon the duty ? 

Conv, The Lord was pleaſed within two or 
three Days after my firſt trouble, ro incline my 
heart to ſeek him by Prayer, which {uſed con- 
ſtantly twice a Day, beſides ſome private Eja- 
culations and fighs between whiles z and 7 will 
now tell you, that for a little time, about a 
Monetrh or two I was little ſatisfied, no longer 
than I was engaged in ſuch work, as Reading, 
—_—_ deep Meditation, but eſpecially Pray- 
er 3 and theſe, oh theſe were the Phyſitians that 
Tlook upon ſo much, to work ſo great a cure 
upon my ſoul, that none but Chriſt that great 
Phyfitian could do; and truly the beſt of the 
Phyſitians were fo full of il] hamors themſelves, 
25 pride, ſelf-confidence, &c, that without the 
Phyſick of Chriſt's blood topurge and purifie 
them, they would have ſtunk in the :Noſtrils 
of a holy and pure God, as / am afraid they 
often did. 

Min, Now you have given in an 2ccount a- 
bout fin, I would gladly hear what account you 
can 
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can give about the wayes of holineſs and of 
grace, and how you began to make your pro» 
greſs in this road ! 

Conv. I muſt be but very brief here; for I 
have much to ſay about other things, but I ſhall, 
25 the Lord ſhall enable me, fatisfie you in this, 
as / rold you before ; when the burden of my 
fin firſt came upon me, that then, and likewiſe 
in the (ix years of my convictions, 7 was fully 
convinced of the neceſlity of living a holy life, 
and of the beauty of Holineſs, and that with- 
ont it there would be no ſalvation; for with. 
vor Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord : And up. 
on this account I alſo earneſtly beſought the 
Lord, by Prayer and Hearing, and reading good 
Books, which the Lord did mightily incline my 
heart to do, and ſoevery day, I 4id more and 
more delire Holineſs, and did earneſtly thirk 
afrer the mage of God to be renewed upon 
my heart , ſo that in ſhort, T found no reſt any 
way, but whar I got by living holily, and ab- 
ſtaining from ſin, and as my weak Phylitians, Z 
mean, my Prayers, Hearing, Reading, Medita- 
tion, Vows, Reſolutions, &c, 1 ſay, as theſe 
was able to apply comfort to me,ſo 7 had it, and 
no longer, being ignorant of the life of Faith in 
Chriſt, and truly they proved very bad comfor- 
ters; and as 7 told you, they wanted Chriſt's 
Blood to procure acceptation in the Eyes of a 
pure and holy God, which will regard them 
with favour, no otherwiſe than as they are pre- 
ſented to him ſprinkled with the Blood of his 
Son. 

Min, Methinks you ſeem to ſpeak much a+ 
| Saint 
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cainſt theſe duties, and againſt holineſs, as if 
they were not altogether neceſlary to be tmbra- 
ced ; do you not * 

Conv, Oh no (God forbid !) I hope 1 ſhall ne- 
ver ſo far ſpeak againſt them, as to negle& them 
in the leaſt ; but this 1 have faid, that I may nor 
look upon them. any further, than 2s they lead 
me to Chriſt ; for truly Thave found nothing in 
the World ſo much hindered me of comtort, 
(wilfal fin only excepted) as in laying fo great 
a {treſs upon duties ; for certainly, had 7 laid my 
foundation ſure upon the Rock of Chriſt, and 
not all upon my own righteouſneſs, 7 ſhould 
never have been ſo much ſhaken . and as 7 may 
ſay, almoſt overturned wit! the affaults of (in 
and Satan, but he would bave upheld me with 
bis everlaſting Armes, that 7 ſhould have been 
able long ago, to have triumphed in his merits, 
over all the aſſaults that Satan and my own hearr 
made apainſt me. 

Hin, How long did you live upon the ſtock 
of your duties, before the Lord was pleaſed to 
let you ſee your errour, and how was your con- 
dition ali this while as you thought your ſelf ? 

Conv, I lived ſo about three years or more, 
and in that time IT had ſome ſad declinings in- 
deed , every day almoſt I loſt my God, and the 
evidences of his love, ſo as [thought my ſelf 
happy no longer than when 7 could perform du- 
ties with great zeal, and with ſtrong affeRtions, 
and then oftentimes T could have been willing 
to have dyed (as / thought) my heart did fo re- 
joyce in them : but when my heart was ſome- 
what dead and flat, then 7 was a3 a great p— 
an 
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and could find out no reſt for the ſole of my 
foot. ; 

Min, This which you have ſaid ſeems to me 
to be a little ſtrange 3 why, where was your faith 
all this while ? you told me before, that you 
durſt not look to God but through Chriſt, and 
you ſcemed then as you went along to make 
Chriſt your Hope and Saviour, and then how 
do you mean you did nct reſt in him ? 

- Conv. This is ſomewhat hard to anſwer, but 
I hope you will pardon my weakneſs, and I will 
cell you as plainas 1 can, (and that only as my 
heart ind Conſcience witnefſeth, and not to 
take the help of any Book to open it to me, 
that ſo 1 may with more humble confidence fay, 
that theſe things I bave ſet down no otherwiſe 
but as my own ſpirit by the aſliſtance of God's 
Spirit dictated ro me) and now I will tell you 
what I mean by what Ihave ſaid, I hope I look» 
ed upon Chriſt ro be a compleat Saviour in eve- 
ry reſpeRt, and | ſaw my great need of his blood 
ro procure my pardon for my fins, and I knew 
that it was only from his grace that I was in any 
meaſure ſanRified 3 and by this I hope I laid all 
my fins upon him, and durſt not in the leaſt think 
of Anſwering for them my ſelf before God, and 
ſeemed to give him the glory in reſpect to any 
work of Holineſs in my heart; "and fo I did 
highly prize him, and greatly delight in him, 
and earneſtly deſired ro love him, and more 
and more to ſerve him; and ſo 1 aRed faith for 
three years z but all this while I was not through- 
ly convinced of the inſufficiency of my own 
righteouſneſs, ſo as to lay that at (Rey 
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neither could I ſuppoſe is that one might be 
juſtified by anorhers righteouſneſs; but I hoped, 
that becauſe 7 was not altogether as bad as 0- 
thers, (as 7 thought,) therefore I ſhould fare 
better than others, and ſo / mixed my own me- 
rits with Chriſts, and never came ſo far out of 
my ſelf, asto caſt my righteouineſs as well as my 
fins, at his feet : and now what abundant cauſe 


* haveIto behumbled, and ro lye very low be- 


fore God, and ſtill more and more to admire 
the infinite mercy and patience of God? O that 
I, who after I was much enlightened, and had 
abundantly taſted and ſeen how good and graci- 
ous the Lord was; I ſay,that after all his unſpeak- 
able mereies ro me, how he brought me out of 
my Egyptian bondage of (in, and looſened me 
from many ſtrong holds of Satan, and brought 
me ſo near to his Fathers boſome, that I was 
wont to be many times almoſt raviſhed, with the 
fore-thoughts of that joy I did hope for in 
Heaven. Oh that after he had paſſed me over 
the,Red-Sea, and when many of mine enemies 
were dead and beaten back ; and that after he had 
tryed me a little in the Wilderneſs of this 
World, then he would have brought me ſafe in- 
to Canaan; O that I ſhould be fo diſfingenious 
as tO ſet up a Calf (1 mean my own Righteoul 
neſs,) and Worſhip that, and ſhould do what 
I did more to advantage ſelf, than Chriſt : Oh I 
ſay again, what a wonder it is that ever he was 
pleaſed ro let me fee my folly; and Oh if he 
ſhould not have done it, yet in this particular, 
how inexcuſable hadI been, which will apyear 
in the next Anſwer ! 

Atl, 
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Min, Now let me know when, and in what 
manner, the Lord was pleaſed ro magnikie his 
orace in convincing you of the inſufficiency of 
your own Righteouſneſs, and of the reſting in 
duties, 

Conv, I will likewiſe make this as plain to 
you, as the Lord ſhall enable me (fo that I may 
not be found guilty of a ſpiritual lye) and to 
the beſt of my remembrance, about four months 
after my powerful call, when as I thought, T was 
aſluredly in a moſt happy condition, having paſ- 
ſed through abundant of tryals and temprati- 
ons, and1 began to find them ſomewhat to flee 
before me, (of which you ſhall hear anon more 
at large) then, Oh ! then the Lord was pleaſed 
ro put into my hand a little Book Entituled, T he 
Chriſtians oreat Intereſt, by Mr. Guthry, which 
when Iperuſed, I found I was much concerned 
in it, and was ſomewhat troubled ; but it fo vio- 
lently accuſed me of my Dali{ah-righteouſneſs, 
which I lovingao00 well to ſee, as I thought abu- 
ſed, with a ſmall {igh, or the like, 1 commanded 
it todepart, and not to dareto come and con- 
troul my /dol-ſelf any more, yet it made my 
way ſo plain before me, that 7 could not with- 
{tand it : a lirtle while after, the Lord was plea- 
ſed ro put into my hand another book, for which 
I have abundant cauſe to bleſs God, (which was 
the Sincere Convert) and reading the latter . part 
of that, which treats concerning carnal Conhi- 
dence, and reſting in Duties, (all which did very 
much concern me) 1 was very much troubled, 
and began to queſtion my eſtate a little con- 
cerning duties ; bur truly Trook ſo little delight 

in 
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in this, that 1ſoon laid it by, and returned it to 
the place from whence it came ; and likewiſe, / 
had other Books, as Mr. Faxter*s Self-denyal, 
which I read part of with much delight, as in 
reference in denying ſelf-pleaſures, and ſinful 
recreations, and vain company,Cc- all theſe 
yielded comfort ro me, becauſe / found, that 
did really defire to deny my (elf all theſe, and 
made ir a great ground of comfort to me, that 
I could fo earneſtly delire their deſtruQions ; 
but when I came to the denyal of ſfelf-righte- 
ouſneſs, this was a hard ſaying, and ſelf would 
not bear it, but away I went to thoſe Books, 
where I could find out, as I thought, a way to 
Heaven by my own working; and thoſe that 
treated moſt ofa holy lite, was the molt plea- 
ling ro me 3 but when T read concerning Chrilt, 
or heard him taught ro me by his Miniſters g 
(for although I have omicred how my teart was 
in hearing, yet / wouid defire you to include 
that, and to ſuppoſe that my heart was in thar, 
as in Reading or Conferring with reſpe&t to 
the ſubjeRt ) 7 ſay, when 7 heard Chrilt raughr 
by his Miniſters, either in a Pulpit or a Book, I 
much delighted in that T heard or read; but when 
Juſtification alone by Faith in Chriſts Merits, 
and living by faith upon a naked Chriſt; (as per- 
adventure / might be put too upon a fick bed, 
by reaſon of a violent diſcaſe, or the like; that 
T could not have fkrength of body, nor compo- 
ſure of mind to periorm duties, as in a Feaver 
or a fir of the Stone or Gout, exc.) 1 ſay when 
theſe Noble and Heaven-born Myſteries were 
treating on, I was much to feek, and couid _ 
ut 
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but little comfort from them, and ſo I went on 
from duty to duty, and if at any time I. found my 
heart dead, and could for that day or week, or 
month it may be, find any comfort from them, 
then I lived in hopes, that although 1 found nor 
all well at preſent, yer it would not tong con- 
tinue ſo with me, and ſo in ſeme time I reco- 
vered life and comfort again I fay I continued 
thus for the ſpace of above three years. And 
now I will declare one thing which did more 
trouble me than ordinary, and that was in Au- 
guſt laſt, 67. ir happened that as I was viliting 
a Patient, (and for this thing in particular [ 
have cauſe to bleſs God that ke placed me in 
this my calling) whom we ſuppoſed the Lord 
would take away; at that very time there came 
Dr. B. to perform, as was thought, one of the 
laſt duties he had ro do for her, and amongſt 
his diſcourſe and advice, he bad her be ſure to 
lay all ber fins upon Chriſt, which I liked very 
well, bur withall that ſhe ſhould lay all her own 
Righteouſneſs at his feet, and not at all to 
truſt to any good ſhe had in her ſelf, but whol- 
ly to rely upon the merits of Chriſt z which 
when I heard, my heart roſe much againſt what 
he ſaid, and did much oppoſe his advice, and 
thought ir not at all convenient to be: ſpoken; 
and doubtleſs had I been in her condition (1 
mean ſo near death, as it was thought ſhe was) 
and he had adviſed me to the ſame thing, and 
had cleared it to me, oh what a dreadful viſita- 
tion had that been, ſurely it would have put my 
ſoul into ſuch a dreadful Agony of confulion, if 
not deſpair, that ſurely I ſhould have dyed a _ 
con 
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cond death before 7 knew the pangs of the firſt : 
But Ob, I fay again, who can hear. of this and 
not to. be overcome with ſoul raviſhing admi- 


rations of the love, and goodnefs, and patience 


of God towards ſuch a wretched nothing as I 
was; that ever he ſhould: ſo long forbear from 
deſtroying that Soul with Eternal damnation, 
that would not with the cords of love be drawn 
to accept. of ſo clear Salvation z but the Lord 
was pleaſed ſtill ro keep this upon my heart : 
And although I was ſomewhat troubled, bur as 
before, again I went to my old Phyfitians, and 
took a ſmall Pill of Prayer, compoſed of a little 
fear and humiliation ; but no ſooner it got into 
my heart, bur there it was guilt with pride, and 
ſo again became pleaſant ro me; and then 1 
thought all was well z and Ido delire earneſtly 
that by this, God may be much glorified; and 
ain, methinks I find my heart fo mightily in- 
tlined to go on in this work, which at your re- 
queſt (you may remember) I was ſo unwilling 
to undertake z that I have great hopes there may 
bethe hand of God in it, and that it was he ghat 
put it into your heartto requeit it of me, and 
Ipray God it nay be his glory alone that may 
move me to it, ' and not any fſelf-pride; truly 
you may ſay I bave great cauſe to fear, and not 
to truſt my own heart any more, and the Lord 
preſerve this Jealouſie more and more in me : 
but to my preſent purpoſe, and this which I am 
about ro ſay, might have proved a great diſad- 
vantage to.me, but I doubt not but the hand of 
God was in it, although I ſaw ir not at that pre- 
fent; bur fince 1 have, and in ſhore, it was thus : 
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a little while after my laſt diſcourſe, as I think, 
my heart was drawn after the vanities of this 
World more than ordinary, and at the time [ 
likened the eſtate of my ſoul, tothe condition 
ofa fair Virgin that had many Suitors, bur one 
ſhe would love and chooſe above the reſt ; but 
ſhe being not yet married, they all make out for 
her love, which is no ſmall trouble to her ; and 
doth ſomewhat make her doubt which ſhe ſhall 
have ; but fo ſoon as ſhe is married to one of 
them, then ſhe dares not think of entertaining 
the others upon that account z even ſo I looked 
upon my poor ſoul, and that if ſhe was but fo- 
lemnly married to Chriſt, (T mean in the Sacra- 
ment) then ſhe durſt not ſo much as think of 
embracing either fih or the World, or the Devil, 
bur ill righreous-ſelf lay all this while ſecure: 
Upon theſe and ſuch like. conſiderations, I went 
to a faithful Divine to ask advice of him con- 
cernins this great ,duty ; and when 7 was with 
him, he examined me why, aud how I came to 
embrace Religion ; and when I had given him 
the heads only of the firſt account concerning 
compunCtion, he .asked me- who I might chank 


for all this 3 but I being ſomewhat flow of an-M,.. 


ſwer,: he told me- Chrilt, and him alone, and 
gave me ſome ſhort, but ſweet advice, inviti 


me-to be a gueſt ar his Maſters Table Cwhich | 


was the intention of my going, which was more 
that he then knew on) and ſo diſmifled me : and} 


oh how did I then rezoyce that I was found wor- 
thy to be invited to ſo great a banquet ! and now, 
how did I think my condition unqueſtionable, 


Rs GY” - = an. mas wn 


anc nothing troubled me but want of aſſurance, 


£0 


(107) 

» ff to perſevere, and alchough the Do&oy gave me 2 
v Þ great cation to lay all upon Chriſt, and nor any 
[ thing upon ſelf, as Inow conſider ; but yer my 
tf eyes, were ſo blind, and my heart ſo deceitful, 
© F that I ſoon forgot itz and fo I prepared my 
t &f heart as well as I could, and ſo addreſſed my ſelf 
r Eto the Lords Table, and was, fo far as I can 
dF underſtand, made more welcome, I am ſurethan 
ll tdeſervedz and then / did feel the Lord with 
of WI tis cords of love,drawing hard at my poor ſoul, 
'S Wand ſo I exerciſed my love upon Chriſt, (and 
ſo far as I know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
with him 5 but this laſted no longer, than my 
heart was enlarged in ſecret duties ; bur when 
they departed, then my ſoul mourned,and could 
not be ſatisfied with a naked Chriſt, whileſt my 
enlargements returned again to me z and by this 
Iperceive T reſted in duties, and not in Chriſt : 
znd now once more as ſhort as I can, and then T 
will conclude with this z but I cannot be fo 
hort, but I muſt a litcle ſtand & admire at the 
inſpeakable long-ſuffering patience of God, and 
jb that you would help me in this matter ! for I 
profeſs I am much aſhamed, and deſire to be 
more, of my own hearr, that it ſhould be barren 
f praiſes to that God, that hath done ſure as 
wo much or more for my poor foul, as to any ſince 
hicWBt. Creation of the World ; Oh that Chriſt, 
WI Baho could have raiſed a Child out of the very 
ones, that would have dane far more for him 
hat I have or..can do! Oh I fay, that he who 
WK ould with one look have looked me into Hell, 
ould fo long ſtand at the door of my heart, 
ancegn! knock till his head was filled with dew, and 
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his Locks with the drops of the Night z Oh 
that he ſhould ſtand weeping, knocking, beg. 
ing, and waiting, and crying, Open to me; Oh 
that his tears ſhould begg, and his groans knock, 
and that his patience ſhould tarry and wait, and 
all Mould fo long cry, Oh open to me, open to 
me ! Oh that fin and ſelf ſhould lodg in my heart, 
and Chriſt wait ſo long at the Door ; Oh that 
I ſhould carry damnation within, and let falyz- 
rion wait Without 3 and now I ſhould go about 
to offer praiſes tro God for this; Oh I wiſh 
that I could, but truly I cannot as I would ; Oh 
I cannor, and 1 humbly deſire to acknowledge 
the barrenneſs of my heart in this, and am (1- 
lent ;. and now pray lend me your patience but 
a very little, and I fear your heart will be 
ſtreightned with praiſes to God as well as mine; 
for now the Lord was pleaſed to encline my 
heart to read part of two Books, one of the 
two was that which I above two years before 
rejeRted z I will name ther, (viz. the Sincere 
Convert and ſound Believer, both by one Au- 
thor, T. S.) and when 1 was Reading concern- 
ing the Souls reſting in duties, and how hard a 
thing it was to forſake all its own good, anc 
wholly ro throw it ſelf upon a naked Chriſt, and 
then concerning the nature of true humilitation, 
I was much troubled, and my thoughts. were 
much perplexed, inſomuch that I thought to 0- 
pen my caſe to ſome Divine 3 but ro this trou- 
ble another was added, which was that at thai 
time the Lord was pleaſed to let me fee my ow: 
nakedneſs fo much, and that which I rook to bt 


a coveringto ir, made ir ſeem to be much more 
nake( 


— Mk. a act oa it. a coo as ws i.o._.Mc- wu __EGE. 


(109) 


naked than I could bave imagined it to be , that 
then Ithought the more I prayed, the more 1 
finned ; and the more IConfeſſed and Repent- 
ed, and Bewailed my own wretched Heart, c- 
ſpecially in the time of duty, the more IT had 
cauſe to do ſo {till ; and now I looked upon my 
ſelf in a moſt fad and deſtitute condition ; for 
how could | chooſe, when I ſaw my own good- 
neſs departing from me, which [ idolized 2s the 
Rack of my Salvation, and when faw ſuch a 
numberleſs number of ſins come a trelh into my 
mind, eſpecially in' the time of duty, that it 
ſeemed ro me, as if the Devil had conjured up 
all thoſe ſins that / thought was long before 
ſain, and he himſelf had been their Captaing 
and had unawares aſſaulted me, and had taken 
my duty which | made then the Captain of my 
Salvation priſoner, and I alone left ro encoun- 
ter with them without the leaſt weapon ro, de» 
fend my poor ſoul 3 and oh had theſe and the 
pangs of death met together, Oh what horrour 
and amazement would there have been ! bur 
bleſſed be God it was before ; now to ſay, how 
long I was in this cafe, I cannot well tell; but 
I ſaw my ido'-God ſo accuſed and condemned, 
an1 my hatred to him was fo great, that I hope 
I did delire never to ceaſe my earneſt Prayers 
to the true God, that he would have this Uſur- 
ver executed, and likewiſe I did, as I was able, 
earneſtly begg ofthe Lord that he would give 
me ſtrength to reſiſt him, fo that he might ne- 
ver fit upon his Throne more; and then I did 
ſce (through admiring Grace) the want of 
Chriſt morg than ever, not only to cover my 
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fms, but my righteouſneſs too ;, then, Oh then 
I beran ro prize Chriſt mbre than ever ! oh then 
I did defire to ſay from my heart, none but 
Chriſt, none bur Chriſt; Oh all the whole 
World for Chriſt, ye2 ten thouſand Worlds for 
i Chriſt; and I did then deſire to fay with Lu 
ther, that 1f I was able to keep the whole Mo- 
ral Law, I would not truſt to this for Juſtifics» 
tion, I would vail and ſtoop to Chriſt's merits, 
and now Idid find it a more hard thing by far, 
to get out of my ſelf, and from truſting to du- 
ty, and wholly by taith to rely upon Chrift's 
merits, than ever I found it to leave fin; and 
rhen me-thoughts I found ir a very hard thing 
to bea Chriſtian, and that I was paflive all a- 
long, and was not able to move a ſtep further 
than the Lord upheld and led me: and Oh that 
I cou)d make the reſult of this great mercy plain 
unto you | truly (I bleſs God) I can fay a little 
(bur under this very trouble, my ſoul ever lince 
hath groaned within me, and 1 do defire that ir 
may itill graon more and more, and never leave 
proaning, till its groans pierce the very Clouds, 
and ſound through Chritt ſo loud into the ears 
of rhe Almighty, that for Chriſt bis ſake, he 
would have pitty and compaſſion upon me, and 
would not ſuffer that Tyrant-Self any longer in 
the leaſt to bear ſway in me ; and that he would 
be pleaſed ſoto ſhew me my own unworthinels, 
and the inſufficiency of all inherent goodneſs 
to fhand me in the leaſt ſtead in matters of Ju- 
Rifcation, that ſo T might prize Chriſt, and 
Chriſt alone, and rely wholly upon his Merits 
for pardon, life and falvation.) TTY 
in clare 
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clare to you how the Lord was pleaſed to deal 
with me; ſoon after I ſaw this my condition in 
reſting in my own ſuppoſed goodneſs ; Sacra» 
ment-Day being again near at hand, the Lord 
was pleaſed to incline my heart to ingage in that 
ſolemn and moſt Sacred duty : now having loſt 
my ſuppoſed Wedding-Garment, in which I 
ſuppoſed my ſelf tro be very comely and much 
to be delighted in by Chriſt; and ſeeing my own 
nakednefs and deformity ſo much, that I could 


. not imagine how I ſhould poſſibly be accepted 


of by Chriſt, that ſo my trouble and burden 
was ſo preat that I found it almoſt inſupporta» 
ble, and fearing leſt God's frowns, and my a- 
wakened Conſcience ſhould more and more 
ſeize upon me, eſpecially at that facred Ordi- 
nance, Ifay in this point I was more than1 can 
think of, amazed, and could not tel] what to do z 
And now my dear Heavenly Father (who was 
always more ready to help than Ito crave) did 
then doubtleſs wait to be gracious to my poor 
Soul, and did abundantly magnifie his grace to 
me ; for now he was pleaſed ro {trike one Scri- 
pture very deep into my heart, which was as 
comfortable and as ſure an Anchor as my poor 
laden Soul could be held by ; and it was this, 
Oh Ijrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me 
is thy belp, Hoſea 13, 9, which Soul-Cordial 
Scripture ſeemed to me, as if Thad heard the 
Lord ſpeaking to me after this manner; Oh 
thou afflicted, rofſed with tempeſt and nor com- 
forred, although thou haſt ſo long grieved me, 
and provoked me to deſtroy thee, yet now, e- 
ven now, if thou wilt endeavour to know, 1 fay 
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even now in this thy day the things of thy pexce; 
peradventure they. may be found, but never 
look more for peace from any thing in thy ſelf, 
but wholly look up to him, who tells thee, al- 
though thoy haſt deſtroyed thy (elf, yet in me 
(if in'any)is thy help found, and then further 
the Lord was pleaſed to put jt into my heart to 
examine my bumiliation more ſtriftly, which 
when I did, I ſuppoſed my heart never hereto- 
fore to have been truly humbled as it ought to 

have been ; yet / hoped the Lord was about this 
great work now, by what I have before related; 
and-my reaſon was, becauſe I never ſo far as I 
knew, experimentally underſtood the meaning 
of ſome Scriptures, as then were opened more 
plainly ro me, and ny were ſuch as theſe; 
(And truly this was it that inclined my heart to 


partake afreſh of the Lords Supper) The whole 


need nos a Phyſizian, . but they that are fick ; and 
chat Chriſt came not to call the Righteous, bur 
Sinners to Repentancez and concerning the Pub. 
lican ang Phariſee, and ſuch like ; and in ſhort, 
although I had been ſick of fin, yer never be- 
fore then of ſelf-righteouſneſs z now ſeeing 
my ſelf fick as. much of the one as of the other, 
therefore I hoped. Chriſt would. be my Phyſiti- 
anz and that in him my help ſhould ſqon be 
found: and thus I did endeavour to humble my 
ſc}i,. and to ſee my. own vilenefs and ſickneſs 
more and more, and did in this much begg of 
the Lord, that he would {till hurable me more 
and more, with a clegr ſence of my own cetor- 
mity 2nd nakedneſs, that fo ] might, ſecing my 
ereat. need of Chriſt, more and more berg 
x, , -Tf 
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and thirſt after him3 and fo laying my foul pro- 
{trated at Chrifts feet, and as I hope did really 
ſee my great want of him,- and ſo would nor 
depart any way from him, bur reſolved that if I 
dyed,[ would dye there : and thus I argued with 
him, Whither ſhould I go but unto thee thou 
haſt the words of Eternal Life, and although I 
be a Dog, yet.thou haſt crumbs, Oh let not my 
hungry ſoul famiſh for want of food; O Idare 
not, Oh I will not depart ! Oh Lord, although 1 
have deſtroyed my ſelf; yer Lord, haſt not thou: 
rold me, that in thee is my help found ; O-make 
ood thy word unto thy ſervant, in which thou 
aſt cauſed me to hope 3 and truly the Lord was 
not very long jn making good his word to my 
poor ſoul, for then 1 wonderfully felt him draw. 
ing me up with the Cords of love, pitty and 
compaſſion 3 and at the ends of which Cords 
(for me ro take the better hold, or 7 rather 
think, that he might rake the berter hold of me) 
be was pleaſed to faſten ſuch Scriptures as theſe 
I will name but three, for, each Cord one, and 
a threefold Cord is not eilily broken : the one 
mas the 55th, of T ſai4h, and the firſt Verſe, Hoe 
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, and 
drink; and he that hath no money, yea, that was it 
I waited for, (for 7 bleſs God at that time / 
hope I had none) com: ye, buy and eat; yea, come 
buy Wine and Milk, (Oh Bread and Water was 
too good for me, and more than 7 deſerved) 
without Afoncy and without Price ! Oh theſe was 
'weet to ſuch a poor Soul as minc- was ? and 
then mother was this, Reve/,22 17. 4nd whoſo- 
ever wii, let him take of the Water of L fe freely. 
Hearken 
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hearken Squl, Freely, Oh Chriſt will not be 
bonght with any thing the Creature. can give! 
Ohno, all is grace, and then the other which 
worked the moſt powerfully upon my heart was 
Matth, 11. 28, Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reſt ; 
and therefore, I now _ my ſelf weary with 
my own duties, and heavy laden with my own 
righteouſneſs, as well as with my fins, which 
before | could not fo clearly fay ; oh how ſweet 
how ſweet, how tncomparably ſweet was this 
word, Come ,, and ſo npon theſe accounts, the 
Lord was pleaſed to enable me, to ſee how, 
then, even. then, he was pleaſed to call as it 

r2re iO my poor Soul in particular to come un- 
ro him, and-ſabmit ro his grace 3 and fo with 
great hungring and thicſtings after Chriſt to 
cover my poor foul from the eye of a Juſt and 
Holy God through ſome fear, and as I hope 
with great Humiliation (although not ſo great 
as I would have had'it) with ſome hope that 
the Lord would meet me, and bleſs me : I ap- 
proached to the ſolemn banquet, where I did 
not onlyzaſte and ſip a little, but obeyed as the 
Lord 2rabled me that great command, when he 
Aid, drink yea, drink abundantly, oh my belo- 
ved; then, ob then I' did earneſtly endeavour 
ro make the eye of my Soul to fee him, and my 
heart ſo embrace him, that from thenceforth I 
might fully ſatisfie my Soul with the enjoyment 
of him, and him alone, and nor from any thing 
that ſclf or the World preſented to mez and 
now me thought I was much comforted, and did 
endeavour from that time co this, to own no- 
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thing for a comfort or cauſe of rejoycing, but 
25 it lead me to Chriſt, who alone is the An- 
thor, -and I hope the finiſher of my Faith, and 
the Horn of my Salvation; and with this Cau- 
tion, Twill conclude this tedious Diſcourſe, as 
I fear it may be to you (althoigh tro me through 
Grace very pleaſant) not that hereby I mean to 
negleRt any duty whatſoever T know ro be my 
duty, or think them indifferent whether they be 

erformed or no; Oh no, Ifay again God for- 
bid! but this / deſire to do through grace bur 
not ſelf, (and the Lord of his infinite grace in- 
able me, that / may ſo far honour and reſpet 
them, as I find them a means to carry me to 
Chriſt,) for which cauſe / think they were ap- 
pointed, with reſpect to the gloryfying of God, 
and ſuch like; and now, if / know my own 
heart, and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
beg of the Lord, that when ever 7 hear, may 
hear for Chriſt,S& when ever 7 pray,/ may more 
and more make clear my intereſt in Chriſt ; and 
when-ever I perform any duty whatſoever, I 
may more and more pet into Chriſt, and more 
out of my ſelf: And now you have heard all 
that the Lord bath (out of his abundant prace ) 
enabled me (from what / bave found, as / hope 
in great meaſure wrought in my own heart) to 
declare unto 'you ; and for fear T ſhould in this 
weight matter be guilty of a lye, and ſo delude 
my own Soul, Iwill with great humility ac- 
knowledge, that every particular in this latrer 
clauſe ( 7 mean in the Lords dealings with me 
lince 7 firſt received the Sacrament ) I cannot ſo 


fully c!eer as / would Tcould, but Thope 1need 
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rot to fear, but that Thave felt all that T have 
ſpoken of working more or leſs upon my heart ; 
hut whether juſt in order as I have declared 
them, 1 cannot punRually ſay, but do earneſtly 
beps that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be fo 
pleaſed, as to ſprinkle what I have ſaid with his 
own blood, and that whatever fins of failings 
there may be im it, through the pride or igno- 
rance of my own heart ; Oh I do earneſtly again 
bes of God, thar for Chriſts ſake, he would 
look upon what I bave done, \o as to pardon 
all that is amiſs, and that he would in his due 
time open my eyes to ſee my errours, and to a- 
mend them, and now I do earneſtly beg your 
advice concerning theſe things, for, as I ſaid be- 
fore, my heart doth mourn within me, byrea- 
ſon of that intereſt ſelf got in me, and I now 
Gnd it ſo very hard to be overcome ; but 7 have 
already ro\d you my earneſt deſires concerning 
thjz, and oh that I could prevail with you this 
o1:e ta allow me -an intereſt in your Prayers, 
and far what donbrieſs you will know better 
than I can tell you, bur eſpecially for this, that 
he who is t!e (earcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſare- of every Soul better than it doth, it (elf, 
would be pleaſed (that if 7 be deceived for 
Chriſts ſake) to undeceive me, and grant that 
if / have not true grace, / may not think I have, 
and ſo be in a Fools Paradice 3 and that the Lord 
who is my heart-maker, would be my heart- 
fearcher,and my heart diſcoverer,and my hezr:- 
reformer z and that the Lord may ſo do, Thihall 
not ceaſe to be an earneſt ſuitor at the Throne 
of Grace, ſq long as Jam on this ſide the grave. 

But 
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But what, becabſe all is not ſo clear as I could 
wiſh they were, ſhall I be caſt down, and my 
Soul diſquieted within me, as if I was ſorry thar 
God hath been ſo much ar work in my Soul, or 
as if an infinite Fehovah was not able to finiſh 
what be hath begun, and fo rob God of his 
glory, -and my poor Soul of comfort !. Oh no, 
my Soul, theſe things ought not ſo to be, I fear 
there is much of ſelf in this who is ſomewhar 
troubled to ſee the glory of its Temple fo much 
defaced, and its rreachety ſo much found out, 
and ſo much out of favour, as never more to be 
embraced again; And is it fo, is God indeed 
become my God, and canI indeed fay with 
Thomas, My Lord, and my God, my Chriſt, and 
my Saviour ! Oh I cannot forbear to ſay, Lord, 
who is a God like unto thee ! Oh God, there is 
nc God beſides thee, and Oh what is Man, that 
God ſhould be mindful of him ! and what am 
I, ſurely the worſt of men, that God ſhould fo 
regard me; Oh that I could now, even now this 
once, from the bottom of my heart, bleſs and 
admire, him; but oh what a dead and barren 
heart have I, that cannot worthily praiſe him 
Oh my Soul bleſs the Lord, and all that is wih- 
in me, bleſs his Holy Name ; bleſs the Lord oh 
my Soul, and forget not all (nay not one) 
his benefits : OhifI had the tongue of an An- 
gel, and all the Angels in Heaven to afhiſt me 
14a this- great work, yet Ifay, we cond never 
ſufficiencly utter my dear Fathers praiſes; and 
now ſhall my faith triumph, and my heart be 
lad, and my glory rejoyce, bur not in felf, or 
in any thing of my own, but in Him, and Hm 
21U:8g 
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alone who is the God of my Salvation ; Wor- 
der oh Heaven, and be moved oh Earth at this 
great thing which the Lord hath wrought in my 
Soul ; be aſtoniſhed and even raviſhed with 
wonder, for the infinite breace -is in a way to be 
made up, the offender to be appeaſed, and God 
and my poor Soul to be reconciled , and oh my 
Soul, what if theſe be ſo already, or what if one 
had cold thee of theſe things ſome five Years a- 
gone, certainly rhey would then have been too 
reat for thy belief ; but what, ſhall they now 
e ſo ſmall as not to be worth thy Praiſe (Oh 
diſingenious Soul! ) Oh Lord pardon my un- 
thankfulneſs,; Oh that all the Angels in Hea- 
ven ſhould rejoyce and bleſs God for what he 
hath done for thee, even for thee, for my poor 
Soul 3 And what, canſt not thou find in heart to 
endeavour to ſet forth his praiſes as much as 
thou art able, that ſo it may be known that at 
leaſt thou delireſt ro pive all the glory to God, 
and not to dare to take any to thy ſelf ? Oh my 
Soul, what ſayeſt thou ? What ſay I? Oh Ifay 
again not unto me, not unto mez but unto the 
great & glorious Fehovab be all the glory gi. 
ven, And becauſe ] hope thy deſires are greater 
than thy expreſſions, therefore fail not my Soul 
to ſhew forth thy love and praiſes, by giving up 
thy ſelf wholly to ſerve, and love, fear and ad- 
mire that izod, who hath done ſuch great and 
wonderiul things for the Soul that paſſeth thy 
underitanding : My Beloved is mine, and I am 
uis ; Oh how art thou ſure of that ? What, is 
the peace concluded 2 Oh happy Concluſion ? 
Oh blefled ConjunRtion / ſhall the Stars yo. 
wit 
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with the .duſt, or the wide diſtant Poles be 
brought to mutual embraces,and co-habitation ? 
But Oh my Soul, herethe diſtance is infinitely 
greater ? And now Rejoyce O Angels, ſhour 
O Seraphims, and all the Friends of the Bride - 

room prepare an Epithalamium, be ready with 
the Marriage Song ; Loe here is the wonder of 
wonders, For 7ehovah bath or is about to be- 
troth himſelf for ever to his poor Captive, my 
poor Soul; And is he ſo indeed as I hope he is, 
then he owns the Marriage before all the world, 
and is become one with me, and I with him. 
And now, O my Lord and my God, cauſe thy 
face to ſhine on the ſoul of thy ſervant, and ſhew 
him more and more his vileneſs, that he may 
lye very low even in the Duſt, and be humbled 
at thy feet, and let the work which thou haſt 
begun in the heart of thy poor ſervant be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever, and do more for me than I can 
require, that thy Name may be Magnified for 
eves, and that all that hear of this, may ſay, The 
Lord of Hoſts is the God of J/raet. 


Amen, Hallelujah, 


